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FOREWORD 



The publication in 1966 of a report on ‘The Structure of Agriculture’ marked a 
new stage in the development of agricultural statistics in the United Kingdom and 
was made possible by automatic data processing of the agricultural censuses. 
Since then, a considerable volume of new information has become available. 
It shows that significant changes are taking place in the structure of farming and 
the purpose of the present report is, as its title indicates, to indicate what these 
changes are. 

The preparation of this report has been undertaken jointly by the Statistics 
Divisions of the three Departments, but the principal author is Mr. C. J. Brown, 
M,A.(Cantab.), who, before his recent retirement, was Chief Statistician in the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 



Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries for Scotland 
Ministry of Agriculture for Northern Ireland 
April 1970 
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THE CHANGING STRUCTURE OF AGRICULTURE 



Introduction 

1. In 1966 the publication ‘The Structure of Agriculture’ provided a first 
synthesis of structural statistics relating to the United Kingdom in the mid- 
sixties. This was essentially a static analysis of the situation which obtained in 
Great Britain in 1965 and in Northern Ireland in 1964. It dealt with holdings by 
type of farming and size of business, full- and part-time farms, the distribution 
of various farm enterprises and included some financial data. Some of these new 
analyses of census and other data have been made continuously from 1963 to 
1968, others from 1965 to 1968, and they will be continued in future. The present 
report brings the previous publication up to date and reviews the main changes 
in the pattern of agriculture which have occurred over this period, particularly 
as regards the trend towards concentration of enterprises. This trend has become 
more marked during the sixties; the review in Part III takes the comparisons 
back to 1960 wherever possible. 

I. The Size of Farms in the United Kingdom 

Size Groups of Holdings, their Probable Contribution to Total Output and to the 
Main Agricultural Products 

2. Farm size has been measured, as in the 1966 report, by calculating the 
standard labour requirements for the cropping and stocking of individual farms, 
using as the unit of measurement the standard man-day (smd).*^ The method 
takes account of all the productive processes on a farm and can be applied 
uniformly to all farm businesses throughout the country, t Measurement of size 
by the criterion of standard labour requirements means that any smd size group- 
ing is affected, even in the medium term, by trends in the use of labour. The 
general tendency is for average labour requirements per acre and per head of 
livestock to fall, so that holdings tend to get smaller in business size when 
measured in this way (with any specific smd revisions that become necessary 
over time), unless they are intensifying their production or enlarging their 
acreage. At the same time the total number of holdings is falling, those most 
affected being the smallest ones. In England and Wales there were only minor 
revisions to smd values between 1963 and 1968, mainly affecting poultry items 
in 1966. Although major revisions were introduced at the June 1968 census, it 
was possible to carry out many analyses op both the old and the new smd 
factors, and these have been used to provide alternative distributions by size 
of business in Table A(i) of Appendix I. Elsewhere, however, the s^e scale of 
values has been employed as in the earlier report on the year 1965 ; consequently, 
any changes recorded since then for England and Wales may be considered 
almost wholly structural in character. The same may be said of the comparative 



* Standard labour requirements are the annual requirements of manual labour needed on 
average for the production of crops and livestock with an addition for essential maintenance 
and other necessary tasks. The requirements are expressed in terms of “standard man-days” 
(smds per acre of crops or per head of livestock) which repiesent 8 hours manual work for an 
adult male worker under average conditions. See also Note (ii) on page 12. 

t This method was described in detail in Appendix I of the White Paper Assistance for 
Small Farmers (Cmnd. 553, published in October 1958). Tire smds per acre and per head 
listed therein have since been revised. 
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statistics for Northern Ireland, to which constant 1965 smd values have been 
applied throughout. In the case of Scotland, however, it has not been practicable 
to give 1968 data on the basis of pre-1968 smds, and this qualification should be 
borne in mind when making any inter-country comparisons.* In any event, hav- 
ing regard to differing agricultural conditions in the main parts of the United 
Kingdom, it is preferable to report separately on the more detailed aspects of 
structure in the three countries, and this course has been followed in Parts II 
and III. In the following paragraphs the main size groups for the United King- 
dom as a whole are described and their relative contributions to the industry’s 
activity are given in broad outline. (More detailed country figures are presented 
in Tables I and II at the end of Part I and in Tables A and B of Appendix I). 

3. In 1960 there were altogether some 480,000 holdings in the United 
Kingdom, but of these only about 440,000 represented significant farming units. 
By 1968 these numbers had fallen to about 420,000 and 380,000 respectively. 
In the latter year, however, a further large number of holdings (with under 10 
acres of crops and grass and less than 26 smds) were excluded from the census 
in England and Wales on the ground that their contribution to agricultural 
output was negligible. With the recent adoption of this more realistic definition, 
the total number of significant holdings has dropped to just under 350,000. They 
cover a little over 30 million acres of crops and grass, which is within about one 
per cent of the area at the beginning of the decade. The average acreage of crops 
and grass per holding is approximately 88, or 81 acres if the “negligible holdings” 
in 1968 are added back. The latter figure compares with an average size of 76 
acres in 1965 and about 70 acres in 1960, so that the annual rates of increase in 
average size of holding have been 1 -7 per cent from 1960 to 1965 and 2 ’2 per 
cent from 1965 to 1968. 

4. Large holdings. These are holdings with a standard labour requirement of 
1,200 or more standard man-days. In 1965 there were nearly 42,000 such holdings 
in the United Kingdom, or 10 per cent of all holdings. They occupied 40 per 
cent of the total acreage of crops and grass and averaged about 300 acres per 
holding; measured in terms of smds, they contributed nearly a half of the total 
output of the industry. By 1968, the number of holdings in this group showed 
little change but represented 12 per cent of all holdings in the United Kingdom. 
(When allowance is made for smd revisions in Scotland, there may have been 
an overall increase of some 2,000). The average size of holding had increased to 
about 310 acres and the aggregate area occupied amounted to nearly 45 per cent 
of the total acreage of crops and grass. Production from them had meanwhile 
risen to more than 50 per cent of total national output, though in Northern 
Ireland where Large holdings are only 3 per cent of the total, it was 17 per cent 
of the total output. A majority in this size group continue to depend mainly on 
crop production or poultry and egg production. Holdings in this group account 
for about two-thirds of the total acreages of wheat, potatoes and sugar beet, 
well over half the barley acreage, more than half of all laying fowls and almost 
nine-tenths of all table poultry (chiefly broilers). The corresponding proportion 
for table poultry in England and Wales in 1964 was under three-fifths. Large 
holdings also account for a very substantial part of animal production : nearly 
40 per cent of all dairy cows, over a third of all breeding ewes and breeding pigs 
and almost a third of the beef breeding cows. After allowing for the Scottish 

* A fuller explanation is given in footnote (d) to Table A(ii) in Appendix I. 
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smd revisions (vide para. 3 and footnote), moderate inoreases were secured in 
all these enterprises, but more especially in dairy cows and pigs. Trends in the 
concentration of individual enterprises are, however, more readily appreciated 
by referring to the relevant paragraphs in Part III and their supporting tables. 
Large holdings employ about 60 per cent of all the regular full-time male workers 
in agriculture, an increase of roughly 5 percentage points on their share of the 
main labour force in 1965. 

5. Before surveying the position of the Medium-sized holdings, it is possible 
to say something about the importance of the very largest holdings in England 
and Wales in 1968. Table lA indicates that there were just over 5,000 holdings 
with 3,600 smds and over. Although these holdings represented only about 2 per 
cent of all holdings their contribution to total agricultural output was 21 per cent. 
It has further been estimated that the top 1 per cent of holdings accounted for at 
least 1 5 per cent of total output in England and Wales. This information may be 
usefully supplemented by similar statistics relating to the concentration of 
individual enterprises in 1968. Thus, the contribution of the top 2 per cent of 
holdings in each of nine main enterprises* in England and Wales was found to 
range from about 10 per cent of all dairy cows to as high as 56 per cent for laying 
fowls. The figure was also very high for broilers (40 per cent), followed by pota- 
toes and breeding pigs with shares of 23 and 20 per cent respectively. These 
relatively few holdings (between 1 ,000 and 2,000 in each main enterprise — except 
broilers where they numbered only about 60) also accounted for 16-17 per cent 
of the total wheat and barley acreages and of the total numbers of beef cows and 
ewes. If these various enterprises are brought to a common denominator by the 
application of smd factors, it is found that the average top 2 per cent of holdings 
made an average contribution of approximately 18 per cent to total production, 
a result which is of the same order of magnitude as the proportion of 21 per 
cent given above for all agricultural output. Neither of these results is affected 
significantly by the revision of many smd values in 1968, 

6. Medium-sized holdings. These are holdings with a labour requirement of 
600 to 1,199 standard man-days. Since 1965 the number has decreased by around 
3,000 to about 63,000, or 18 per cent of all holdings in the United Kingdom 
(after deducting from the total the statistically negligible holdings referred to in 
para. 4). This group still occupies nearly 30 per cent of the total area of crops and 
grass and the average size of holding has hardly changed at about 130 acres. 
Their contribution to the total output of agriculture is also virtually the same 
as in 1965, namely, about one-quarter. As in 1965, they follow closely behind 
the Large holdings in dairy and livestock production, which remain their pre- 
dominant activities. Altogether they account for just about one-third of all 
grazing livestock, a quarter of the pig breeding population and a quarter of the 
total barley acreage. Their share in each of the other major enterprises — ^wheat, 
potatoes and laying fowls— is also much the same as in 1965 at around a fifth. 
Holdings of this size employ almost a quarter of all regular full-time male 
workers; three years earlier the proportion was only very slightly higher. 

7. Small holdings. These are holdings with a labour requirement of 275 to 
599 standard man-days, f There are some 84,000 such holdings, roughly 13,000 

Those listed in Appendix II, Table F, viz. dairy cows, beef cows, breeding sheep, breeding 
pigs, laying fowls, broilers, wheat, barley and main crop potatoes, 
t See Note (ii) on page 12. 
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fewer than in 1965. However, for reliable comparisons with earlier years, it is 
preferable to look at the figures for individual countries given in Table A of 
Appendix I, where attention is drawn to the effects of smd revisions. Subject to 
this reservation, the group still represents nearly a quarter of all holdings in the 
United Kingdom covering nearly one fifth of the total acreage of crops and grass. 
The average size of holding, at about 65 acres, is approximately half that of the 
average Medium-sized holding. The aggregate output of these holdings is 
estimated to be about one-sixth of the industry’s tot^ output, rather less than 
three years earlier. The farming systems operated by the majority of occupiers 
in this group are similar to those in the next larger size group but on a corres- 
pondingly smaller scale. Thus, dairy and livestock production are the dominant 
enterprises, the contributions being about a quarter of all the beef cows and 
about a fifth of the dairy cows and breeding ewes. The latter proportion is slightly 
lower than in 1965 as is that for breeding pigs at barely a quarter. Rather lower 
percentage shares are now observed also for the acreages under crops (around 
10 per cent) and for laying fowls (15 per cent). Small holdings employ about one- 
eighth of all regular full-time male workers, compared with roughly a seventh in 
1965. It should be noted that this size group is proportionately much more 
important in Northern Ireland (with over 40 per cent of the holdings and of the 
regular full-time male labour force) than it is in Great Britain, and its contribu- 
tions to total output in that country are accordingly larger (see Tables IC and 
IIC). 

8. Very Small holdings. These holdings have a standard labour requirement of 
less than 275 standard man-days.* They numbered just over 200,000 in 1965, 
or about 50 per cent of all holdings in the United Kingdom at that date. The 
number had apparently fallen to 160,000 (46 per cent) by 1968, but the difference 
is affected by the removal of many “statistically negligible” holdings in the 
latter year and by certain smd revisions. If these changes in definition were dis- 
regarded, the reduction in this size group would probably be of the order of 
12-15,000, However, the 1968 total of about 160,000 holdings is the most 
realistic estimate for a consideration of the group’s contribution to agricultural 
output, which is no more than 7 per cent in smd terms. This is hardly surprising 
since the average holding comprises about 20 acres of crops and grass and the 
aggregate acreage amounts to 1 1 per cent of the total for the United Kingdom. 
In 1968, Very Small holdings employed no more than 5 per cent of all regular 
full-time male workers, the same proportion as in 1965. The contributions of 
Very Small holdings to the main enterprises are marginally less than in 1965 
but the general pattern of farming is very much the same. The occupiers depend 
mainly upon beef cows and pigs and, in Scotland, breeding sheep and laying 
fowls. Their contribution to pig production has fallen by about 3 percentage 
points to 14 and they still carry no more than 5 per cent of all dairy cows com- 
pared with about 1 5 per cent of all beef cows. In England and Wales and Scot- 
land, this smallest size group accounts for under 5 per cent of the main cereals 
and potato acreages. 

Agricultural Workers 

9. The number of workers, excluding occupiers, employed full-time in 
agriculture in the United Kingdom fell from 388,000 to 324,000 between June 

* See Note (ii) on page 12. 
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1965 and June 1968, that is by an average of 6 per cent per annum. The corres- 
ponding reduction in the number of full-time males was from 355,000 to 296,000, 
a similar rate of fall. The average total earnings for men in the most recent year 
ended 30th June 1969 were a little over £16 10s. a week (£890 a year) with an 
average working week of about 49 hours. The distribution of the full-time male 
labour force among the holding size groups at June 1968 is shown in the table 
which follows. The real dominance of the larger farmer as an employer of hired 
labour in England and Scotland is even greater than these figures show, because 
many of the full-time workers on the smaller holdings are family workers. 
Moreover, even on the Very Small holdings the 5 per cent of all hired labour is 
concentrated on an extremely small proportion of such holdings where they 
presumably do most of the manual work that is required; the remaining majority 
are therefore wholly dependent on the occupier’s own labour and part-time 
and casual labour. (See last column of Table D, Appendices II and III). 

Percentage of regular full-time male workers employed 



Size group 




{June 1968) 

England 




Northern 


United 


(Smds) 


England 


Wales 


and Wales 


Scotland 


Ireland 


Kingdom 


1,200 and over 
600-1.199 


63 


30 


61 


57 


17 


59 


23 


39 


24 


27 


23 


24 


275- 599 


10 


24 


10 


12 


43 


12 


Under 275 (a) . 

(a) See Note (ii) on page 


4 

12. 


7 


5 


4 


17 


5 



Full-time Farms 

10. It has been implicit in the foregoing discussion of holdings grouped 
according to their labour requirements that all except the Very Small holdings 
(with under 275 smds) are full-time holdings. However, since the labour require- 
ments are averages for all holdings the size classification is somewhat arbitrary, 
and it cannot be expected to reflect accurately the status of individual holdings. 
This limitation does not detract from the usefulness of the smd scale for classi- 
fication purposes, more especially for classification by type of farming, but 
it is liable to lead to some under estimation of the number of full-time farms. 
With these considerations in mind the Agricultural Departments carried out a 
number of surveys* in 1965, 1966 and 1967 in order to arrive at more realistic 
estimates of the number of “full-time” farms, taking into account the time 
actually spent by the occupiers on their holdings and other relevant information, 
including adjustments for holdings farmed together with other holdings. The 
resultant estimates are given in the table which follows (to three significant 
figures, though the margin of error for the United Kingdom may be as much as 
±4,000), together with comparable estimates for the years 1963, 1964 and 1968. 
Although the latter have been calculated empirically and without the benefit 

* The surveys were conducted by the Departments’ field officers who visited random samples 
of holdings about which uncertainty as to their full-time or part-time status was thought to 
be greatest, namely, those falling within an intermediate zone above and below the 200-275 
smd levels. These holdings were then classified in tlie light of the time spent by the occupiers 
on their holdings, infonnation about any other employment and an objective assessment of the 
capacity of each holding. Information about holdings wliich were found to be farmed with 
other holdings as part of a single farm unit was also taken into account. The surveys were 
undertaken after consultation with the Farmers’ Unions and with their agreement. 
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of field surveys, they are considered to be sufficiently reliable for the assessment 
of the general trend over the period 1963-68, since a detailed frequency distribu- 
tion of holdings by standard man-days and acreage has been available for each 
year. 

11. If certain smd revisions are left out of account, it is estimated that the 
number of full-time farms in the United Kingdom declined by an average of 
about 4,000 a year between 1963 and 1968. The rate of decline was probably 
about 1 1 per cent per annum from 1963 to 1966 and 2 per cent per annum from 
1966 to 1968. The estimate for 1968 is 203,000 full-time farms in the United 
Kingdom, of which 156,000 are located in England and Wales. For comparison 
with later years it will be necessary to reduce these figures by about 5,000, an 
adjustment made necessary by the major smd revisions referred to in paragraph 
3 above. 

Estimated Numbers of Full-time Farms 1963-68 

Thousands 





1963 


1964 


1965 


1966 (a) 


1967 


1968 


England and Wales (b) 


. 175-0 


172-0 


170-0 


167-0 (163-0) 


159-0 


156-0 


Scotland . 


27-0 


26-7 


26-4 


26-2 


25-9 


25-7 


Northern Ireland 


25-1 


24-1 


23-7 


22-4 


21-9 


21-0 


United Kingdom 


. 227 


223 


220 


216 (212) 


207 


203 



(a) The estimates in brackets incorporate the effects of certain smd revisions in 1966 (mainly 
for poultry items) and are appropriate for comparison with the years 1967 and 1968. 

(b) Indicative estimates only can be given for Wales as follows: 23*5 thousand in 1965, 23-4 
thousand in 1966 and 22-2 thousand in 1967. 

12. The discrepancy between the estimate of 203,000 full-time farms in 1968 
and the 188,000 “full-time” holdings above the 275 (or equivalent) smd line, 
shown in Table ID, indicates that in that year there were upwards of 15,000 
small farms on which the occupiers were engaged full-time in tending fewer crops 
and livestock than are normally assumed to provide full-time employment for 
one man— on the basis of average labour use on the generality of farms. The 
reasons for this may be one or more of several, for example, old-age, ill health 
or lack of capital. Certainly, there is a tendency for ayerage age to increase with 
a decrease in holding size. The 1967 field survey in England and Wales suggested 
that within the intermediate zone (see footnote on page 9), about 14 per cent of 
occupiers of holdings below the 275 smd line were aged 65 or over compared with 
about 9 per cent above the line. Similar evidence was forthcoming from Scotland, 
showing 16 per cent of occupiers 65 years and over in the 201-250 smd group, 
increasing to 23 per cent in the 101-150 smd group, whilst in Northern Ireland, 
in 1967, 22 per cent of farmers on farms under 20 acres were 65 years or over, 
compared with 17 per cent on farms over 50 acres. The discrepancy mentioned 
above is also in part a consequence of the inevitable arbitrariness involved in 
applying standard factors to all sizes and types of farms. Allowances can be made 
for this in applying the factors to individual farms to decide their eligibility for 
grant schemes, but not when conducting a large-scale statistical exercise. 

13. There remain a very large number of farms in the United Kingdom, 
probably of the order of 140,000 in 1968, which although farmed separately 
cannot be regarded as providing full-time employment for the occupier or as 
likely, by themselves, to yield an adequate livelihood. The vast majority of these 
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are farmed as a part-time occupation in conjunction with other employment. 
This apparent dichotomy in British agriculture is not, of course, a hard and fast 
division between agri-business and hobby farming. 

14. As Tables I and II show, there are wide differences in the structural pic- 
ture between the main parts of the United Kingdom and these are described in 
Part II, the major emphasis being placed on the pattern of farming which 
obtained in 1968. 

Distribution of Holdings and Standard Man-days Among Size Groups 

Table IA 



England and Wales: June 1968 (a) 



Size Group 
(Smds) 


Numi 


jer of Hoi 


dings 


Percentage of All 
Holdings 


Percentage of Total Smds 
(roughly equivalent to the 
proportion of total output) 


England 


Wales 


England 
and Wales 


England 


Wales 


England 
and Wales 


England 


Wales 


England 
and Wales 


3,600 and over . 
l,200--3,599 
600-1,199 
275- 599 
Under 275 . 


} 33,400 

44,500 

46,900 

89,600 


2,000 

6,900 

11,200 

19,700 


5,100 

30.200 
51,400 

58.200 
109,400 

(b) 


21 

22 

42 


5 

17 

28 

50 


2 

12 

20 

23 

43 


}57 

24 

13 

6 


23 

35 

30 

12 


21 

33 

25 

15 

6 


Total 


214,400 


39,800 


254,300 

(b) 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 



(a) Although smd values were revised in 1968, the size distribution in this table has been based on 1967 values, 
since the latter are more suitable for any retrospective comparisons. A second distribution based on 1968 smd 
factors has, however, been included in Table A(i) of Appendix 1. 

(b) Excludes about 47,000 holdings, of which 6,400 were in Wales, which were omitted from the Juno 1968 
census; these comprised some 13,000 statistically insignificant holdings (1,300 in Wales) and, in addition, about 
34,000 (5,100 in Wales) with under 10 acres of crops and grass where aggregate contribution to agricultural output 
was negligible, The latter, but not the former, have, however, been added back for the comparisons with earlier 
years in Appendix I, Table A(i) and Table B(i). 



Table IB 

Scotland: June 1968 (c) 



Size Group 
(Smds) 


Number of 
Holdings 


Percentage of 
All Holdings 


Percentage of 
Total Smds 


1,200 and over 


5,500 


10 


49 


600-1,199 . 


7,800 


14 


28 


250- 599 . 


9,300 


17 


16 


Under 250 . 


32,900 (d) 


59 


7 


Total .... 


55,500 


100 


100 



(o) Size distribution based on smd factors as revised in 1968. Earlier distributions are given in Table A(ii) of 
ppendix I. 

(d) Includes about 15,000 crofts. 



Table IC 



Northern Ireland: June 1968 (e) 



Size Group 
(Smds) 


Number of 
Holdings 


Percentage of 
All Holdings 


Percentage of 
Total Smds 


1,200 and over 


1,100 


3 


17 


600-1,199 . 


3,800 


10 


24 


200- 599 . 


16,100 


41 


44 


Under 200 .. . 


18,000 


46 


15 


Total .... 


39,000 (f) 


100 


100 



(e) Size distribution based on 1967 smd factors (last revised in 1965). Earlier distributions are given in Table 
A(Ili) of Appendix I. 

(h This number is less than that recorded in the ap-icultural census which enumerates an additional 26,000 
statfstlcally insignificant holdings of less than 50 smds of labour requirement on the majority of which most of the 
land is let on a seasonal basis, 
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Table ID 



United Kingdom: June 1968 



Size Group 
(Smds) 


Number of 
Holdings 


Percentage of 
All Holdings 


Percentage of 
Total Smds 


1,200 and over. 


42,000 


12 


51 


600-1,199 . 


63,000 


18 


26 


275- 599 . 


83,500 


24 


16 


Under 275 (or equiv.) 


160,200 


46 


7 


Total .... 


348,700 


100 


100 



Note (0- Holdings in this Table refer to pieces of land for which separate agricultural census returns are made, 
except in Northern Ireland (see Footnote on Table IC). This differs from a “farm” which is all the land occupied by 
one occupier and fanned as a single unit; a farm may comprise more than one holding. 

Note (//)■ The standard labour requirements for the various crops and livestock, which are used to measure the 
size of business carried on each holding, vary slightly between Scotland, Northern Ireland and England and Wales, 
In Northern Ireland 200 and in Scotland 250, instead of 275, standard man-days have been adopted as more suitable 
dividing lines in the conditions of those countries between Small and Very Small holdings. 

Note (WO. The distribution of smds and of output among the size groups are not precisely the same because the 
value of output in relation to labour requirements varies between groups; for example, since cereals generally 
have a higher value than livestock in relation to labour requirements and tend to be grown on the larger holdings, 
the figures in the fourth column probably understate the contribution of the larger holdings to the value of total 
output. 

Note (iv). It is estimated that of the 244,000 holdings described as Small or Very Small in Table ID about 98,000, 
or 40 per cent, are small full-time farms with fewer than 600 smds. If this calculation is made on the basis of revlwjd 
smd factors in England and Wales (see footnote (a) above), this proportion is not changed significantly but the 
total number of Small or Very Small holdings is increased to about 255,000 and that of small full-time farms to 
about 104,000. 



Percentage Distribution of Enterprises Among Size Groups of Holdings 

Table IIA 

England and Wales: June 1968 (a) 



Size Group 
(Smds) 


Dairy 

Cows 


Beef 

Breed- 

ing 

Cows 


Breed- 

ing 

Ewes 


Breed- 

ing 

Pigs 


Laying 

Fowls 


Broilers 


Wheat 

Acreage 


Barley 

Acreage 


Potato 

Acreage 


Sugar 

Beet 

Acreage 


England: 






















1,200 and over . 


43 


41 


44 


41 


58 


87 


69 


58 


70 


70 


600-1,199 


35 


29 


33 


25 


20 


9 


20 


25 


18 


17 


275- 599 


18 


19 


17 


20 


13 


3 


8 


12 


9 


10 


Under 275 . 


4 


11 


6 


14 


9 


1 


3 


5 


3 


3 


Wales: 






















1,200 and over . 


16 


21 


25 


16 


38 


93 


52 


36 


47 


58 


600-1,199 


37 


36 


38 


30 


27 


5 


37 


38 


28 


32 


275- 599 


36 


27 


26 


32 


21 


2 


9 


21 


18 


10 


Under 275 , 


11 


16 


11 


22 


14 




2 


5 


7 


England and Wales : 






















1,200 and over . 


39 


36 


37 


40 


57 


87 


69 


58 


69 


70 


600-1,199 


35 


31 


35 


26 


21 


9 


20 


26 


19 


17 


275- 599 


21 


21 


20 


20 


13 


3 


8 


12 


9 


10 


Under 275 . 


5 


12 


8 


14 


9 


1 


3 


4 




3 



(a) Based on 1967 smd values as in Table lA. 



Table IIB 

Scotland: June 1968 (b) 



Size Group 
(Smds) 


Dairy 

Cows 


Beef 

Breed- 

ing 

Cows 


Breed- 

ing 

Ewes 


Breed- 

ing 

Pigs 


Laying 

Fowls 


Broilers 

and 

other 

Table 

Poultry 


Wheat 

Acreage 


Barley 

Acreage 


Total 

Cereal 

Acreage 


Potato 

Acreage 


Sugar 

Beet 

Acreage 


1,200 and over . 


53 


37 


39 


41 


40 


88 


73 


58 


51 


64 


83 


600-1,199 


36 


29 


29 


28 


24 


7 


20 


27 


27 


22 


13 


250- 599 (c) . 


9 


23 


19 


23 


21 


4 


6 


12 


16 


9 


3 


Under 250 (c) . 


2 


11 


13 


8 


15 


1 


1 


3 


6 


5 


1 



(b) Based on 1968 smd values as in Table IB. 
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Table IIC 



Northern Ireland: June 1968 (d) 



Size Group 
(Smds) 


Dairy 

Cows 


Beef 

Breed- 

ing 

Cows 


Breed- 

ing 

Ewes 


Breed- 

ing 

Pigs 


Laying 

Fowls 


Table 

Poultry 


Wheat 

Acreage 


Barley 

Acreage 


Total 

Cereal 

Acreage 


Potato 

Acreage 


Sugar 

Beet 

Acreage 


1,200 and over . 


13 


6 


9 


8 


42 






21 


15 


12 


None 


600-1,199 


29 


15 


17 


21 


28 






32 


26 


24 


None 


200- 599 (c) . 


49 


47 


53 


53 


23 


n.a. 


n.a. 


38 


45 


48 


None 


Under 200 (c) . 


9 


32 


21 


18 


7 






9 


14 


16 


None 



Table IID 



United Kingdom: June 1968 (from above tables) 



Size Group 
(Smds) 


Dairy 

Cows 


Beef 

Breed- 

ing 

Cows 


Breed- 

ing 

Ewes 


Breed- 

ing 

Pigs 


Laying 

Fowls 


Table 

Poultry 


Wheat 

Acreage 


Barley 

Acreage 


Potato 

Acreage 


Sugar 

Beet 

Acreage 


1,200 and over 
600-1,199 . 


39 


31 


36 


36 


54 


n.a. 


n.a. 


57 


64 


70 


35 


28 


33 


26 


22 


n.a. 


n.a. 


26 


20 


17 


275- 599 (c) . 

Under 275 (or 


21 


26 


21 


24 


15 


n.a. 


n.a. 


13 


12 


10 


oqulv.) (c) 


5 


15 


10 


14 


9 


n.ti. 


n.a. 


4 


4 


3 



(c) See Note (IB on page 12. 

(d) Based on 1967 smd values as in Table IC. 



II. Sizes of Farms and Types of Farming 
in England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland 

15. In this section of the report the structure of agriculture is described in 
more detail within a primary classification based on the main types of farming 
among all full-time holdings, i.e. those with over 275/250/200 smds. Since these 
broadly homogeneous groups are modified to some extent by conditions in the 
different countries, each part of the United Kingdom is taken in turn to facilitate 
consideration of the importance and characteristics of the various farming 
types, Comparable statistics as detailed as those given in the earlier 1966 report 
are available for the years 1965 and 1968 and reference should be made to Tables 
A, B, C, D and E of appendices II, III and IV for any item by item comparisons. 
Most of the text which follows is devoted to the latest picture as it emerged in 
1968 together with such significant changes of pattern as have occurred in the 
recent past. Figures are also given of average gross output and net income per 
farm in 1967/68 for the various sizes and types of farm, derived from sample 
surveys.* Although comparisons by size of business cannot be taken back to 
1963, t some underlying trends among farming types are shown by the available 

* Gross output is the value of sales and other receipts (including subsidies) adjusted for 
changes in, valuation of harvested crops and of livestock, minus any purchases of livestock and 
livestock products. Net income is the difference between total receipts and total farm expenses, 
adjusted for valuation changes. The sample results have been weighted by reference to the 
distribution of all farms among the various size groups and types of farming, although the 
average figures for the holdings of 1,200 or more smds may not fully reflect the level of gross 
output and net income of the largest holdings in the country, very few of which are included 
in the sample surveys. 

t Part ni: Concentration of Enterprises deals with the period 1960-68. 
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farm classification analyses for 1963-68; these have been summarised in a 
comparative table which precedes the first of the farming type subsections. The 
accompanying introductory paragraphs further indicate how the size structure 
of holdings differs from that of the United Kingdom described in Part I, how 
it varies among types of farming and what important changes have taken place 
since 1965. 

16. Some words of explanation are necessary concerning farmers’ “net 
income”, in particular a warning that the figures given cannot be taken as the 
return on capital. Net income is the reward not only for the manual and mana- 
gerial work of the farmer and his wife but also for the employment of his capital 
invested in livestock, machinery etc.* Net income does not indicate the amount 
available to meet living expenses and income tax, i.e. the equivalent of a wage or 
salary, since it includes an allowance for changes in the quantity and value of 
stocks and work in progress. Moreover, net income is a source of funds for re- 
investment as additional capital for the farm business. Finally, it must be borne 
in mind that 1967/68 was a good farming year, appreciably better than the 
preceding years, whilst 1968/69 proved to be a difficult year for many farmers, 
partly because of the poor harvest and partly due to repercussion from foot- 
and-mouth disease. 



England and Wales 

17. Of the 349,000 holdings in the United Kingdom which have been ana- 
lysed by size of business in Part I, just over 214,000 are in England and 40,000 
in Wales. These figures indicate a joint decrease of 52,000 compared with 1965, 
proportionately shared, but most of this difference (47,000) represents the 
removal from the 1968 census of statistically insignificant dr negligible holdings. 
If the latest position for England and Wales as a whole is adjusted for compari- 
son with that obtaining in 1963 (as in Table A(i) of Appendix I), the main findings 
are: a reduction of nearly 30,000 (9 per cent) in the total number of holdings, 
mainly in the smaller size groups, and an increase in the number and importance 
of the Large holdings with 1,200 smds and over, from 10 per cent of all holdings 
with 46 per cent of total output to 12 per cent with a contribution of 54 per cent. 
(With the “negligible holdings” omitted, as in Table lA, the percentage of 
holdings in 1968 is raised to 14, but the percentage of total output remains 
unchanged.) Both Large and Medium-sized holdings are proportionately more 
important in numbers in England than elsewhere in the United Kingdom, and 
in output the Large holdings are relatively much more important e.g. with 57 
per cent compared with 23 per cent in Wales. In 1968 these Large holdings were 
making somewhat larger contributions to all the main enterprises than they 
were in 1965, the most outstanding being broilers with nearly 90 per cent and 
wheat, potatoes and sugar beet with about 70 per cent. But holdings in Wales 
are much smaller than in England, one half of them being Very Small with an 
eighth share of total Welsh output and a main contribution, of 22 per cent, to 
pig production. However, the minority of Large and Medium-sized holdings in 

* This investment in “Tenant’s capital” (that is excluding land, buildings and other items 
normally the responsibility of landlords, for which an appropriate rental charge is made) may 
be substantial. Results from a special Farm Management Survey investigation in 1966 showed 
that such investment aveiaged £10,000 per farm, equivalent to about £50 per acre with a wide 
range from sheep farms to intensive pigs and poultry holdings. 
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Wales — 22 per cent compared with 36 per cent in England^ — employ almost 70 
per cent of the replar full-time workers and contribute nearly 60 per cent of the 
total output, whilst they exceed this proportion for sheep, poultry and crops. 
The dominant enterprises on the Welsh Small holdings are dairy cows, with over 
a third, and breeding pigs with very nearly a third. They account for 30 per 
cent of total output in marked contrast to a 1 3 per cent contribution from this 
size group in England. 

18. The farm businesses on holdings* of 275 smds or more (those generally 
farmed full-time) have been classified by type of farming under six main heads 
according to the shares contributed by the various enterprises to the labour 
requirement of each business, that is to the total standard man-days of all the 
crops and livestock on the holding, f Of these holdings, which numbered 144-9 
thousand in 1968, compared with 156-2 thousand in 1965 and 160-2 thousand 
in 1963 (see following table and footnote (b)), 41 per cent are Dairy holdings 
(39 per cent in 1965), 18 per cent Cropping holdings and 16 per cent Livestock 
holdings. Horticultural holdings account for 11 per cent of the total and Pig 
and Poultry holdings 6 per cent. The only major change compared with recent 
years is in the proportion of Mixed holdings which has fallen from 14 per cent 
in 1963, firstly to 12 per cent in 1965 and then to 8 per cent in 1968. This is 
clear evidence of a general tendency towards greater specialisation. 



Distribution of Holdings by Type of Farming (a) 
1963, 1965 and 1968 



Type of Farming 


Holdings (’000) 


Percentage 


1963 


1965 


1968(b) 


1963 


1965 


1968(b) 


Dairy ..... 


64-6 


60-8 


59-2 


40 


39 


41 


Livestock .... 


23-5 


24-7 


23-8 


15 


16 


16 


Pigs and Poultry 


8-7 


9-6 


9-1 


5 


6 


6 


Cropping .... 


24-8 


26-6 


25-6 


16 


17 


18 


Horticulture .... 


15-9 


15-0 


15-3 


10 


10 


11 


Mixed 


22-7 


19*5 


11-9 


14 


12 


8 


Total ..... 


160-2 


156-2 


144-9 


100 


100 


100 



(a) Holdings with 275 smds or more. 

(b) Distribution based on 1967 smd values for comparison with previous years. Minor smd 
revisions (mainly for poultry items) in 1966 reduced by some 5,000 the number of holdings 
with 275 smd or more. 



* In the tables in Part II and in the Appendices the word "holding” has been used throughout. 
The unit of enumeration in agricultural censuses and the analysis of their results however vary 
from one part of the United Kingdom to another. In England and Wales some o<»upiers of 
holdings which are farmed with other holdings as part of a larger single farm prefer to make 
separate census returns while others furnish a combined return for the larger unit; the statistics 
relate to holdings as they are returned. In Scotland and Northern Ireland holdings which are 
farmed together are either returned as one unit or are brought together for analysis and the 
statistics can be regarded as relating to "farms”. 

t This classification is described in detail in Farm Classification in England and Wales 1963, 
H.M.S.O., 1965. 
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Of the 145,000 holdings in England and Wales in 1968 almost 125,000, or 86 
per cent, are in England so that the above distribution very much reflects the 
English pattern of farming. The 20,000 Welsh holdings of 275 or more smds 
are mainly comprised, as in 1965, of either Dairy holdings — 49 per cent— or 
Livestock holdings — 41 per cent, and these proportions have not changed 
significantly. A further 5 per cent are Mixed holdings which also depend mainly 
on dairy and livestock production. The following paragraphs and key statistics 
which deal with the main types of farm in England and Wales should be read in 
conjunction with the more detailed statistics in Appendix II. 



Dairy Holdings 

19. These are holdings on which more than half of the total standard man- 
days are in dairying. About 56 per cent are dependent on this enterprise to the 
extent of at least three-quarters of their total business, compared with 46 per 
cent in 1963. Over five years, the whole group’s contribution to the national 
dairy herd has risen from 73 to 81 per cent. Evidence on the trend towards 
greater concentration since 1960 will be found in Part III. 

England and Wales 

Average Crops 









Output 


dairy 


and grass 


Gross 


Net 




Holdings 


(smds) 


herd 


acreage 


output 


income 


Size group 




(per 


(per 


(per 


(per 


(a) 


(a) 


(smds) 


(no.) 


cent) 


cent) 


holding) 


holding) 


(£ per holding) 


1,200 or more 


. 10,700 


18 


40 


76 


ns 


18,940 


4.060 


600-1,199 . 


. 23,000 


39 


38 


37 


112 


8,190 


1,950 


275- 599 . 


. 25,500 


43 


22 


20 


59 


3,850 


990 


All Sizes 


. 59,200 


100 


100 


37 


119 


8,020 


1,870 



(a) Weighted average results of a sample of 827 farms in 



Dairy holdings, mostly located in western areas and in Wales, are typically 
Small or Medium-sized; only 18 per cent are in the Large group with an average 
herd of 76 compared with 67 in 1965. In contrast, the Small Dairy holdings, 
numerically down from 48 to 43 per cent of the total, still have only about 20 
cows* each on average. However, the overall average size of herd has increased 
by about a fifth to 37 cows. On the 9-9 thousand Dairy holdings in Wales the 
average herd is now 28, approximately a sixth larger than in 1965, and this 
reflects the much larger proportion of Small holdings than in England. Their 
relative importance in Wales has however lessened somewhat — from nearly 70 
per cent to 61 per cent. 









Wales 


Average 


Crops 












Output 


dairy 


and grass 


Gross 


Net 




Holdings 


(smds) 


herd 


acreage 


output 


income 


Size group 




(per 


(per 


(per 


(per 


(a) 


(a) 


(smds) 


(no.) 


cent) 


cent) 


holding) 


holding) 


(£ per holding) 


1,200 or more 


700 


7 


18 


70 


221 


14,240 


3,210 


600-1,199 . 


3,200 


32 


41 


35 


114 


6,770 


1,870 


275-599 . 


6,000 


61 


41 


19 


62 


3,430 


910 


All Sizes 


. 9,900 


100 


100 


28 


89 


5,110 


1,340 



(a) Weighted average results of a sample of 149 farms in 1967/68. 

♦ In full, these are cows and heifers in milk and cows in calf but not in milk. 
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Like most other holdings in the livestock and mixed classes, a majority of Dairy 
holdings have a laying flock though the proportion has fallen significantly since 
1963, from 76 to 57 per cent in England and Wales, and the average flock 
numbers only about 160 birds. In 1963, over a third of all Dairy holdings were 
also engaged in pig breeding but this proportion has since dropped to a quarter, 
with an average herd of only eight sows and gilts. These holdings nevertheless 
account for about a sixth of all breeding pigs, second only to the Pigs and 
Poultry group. The rearing of beef cows remains an unimportant enterprise on 
this type of holding, being confined to about one in eight of the total number; 
with an average of only five beef cows each their share of the national herd 
amounts to about 6 per cent, less even than the contributions of the Cropping 
and Mixed enterprise groups. 



Livestock Holdings 

20. These are holdings on which more than 50 per cent of the business is 
in the rearing and fattening of cattle and sheep. 



Size group 


England and 
Holdings 


Wales 

Output 

(smds) 


Crops 
and grass 
acreage 


Gross 

output 


Net 

income 




(per 


(per 


(per 


(a) 


(a) 


(smds) 


(no.) 


cent) 


cent) 


(holding) 


(£ per holding) 


1,200 or more 


3,200 


13 


32 


365 


12,650 


3,420 


600-1,199 . 


. 8,600 


36 


40 


179 


6,800 


1,840 


275- 599 . 


. 12,000 


51 


28 


99 


3,340 


940 


All Sizes 


. 23,800 


100 


100 


164 


5,720 


1,560 



(a) Weighted average results of a sample of 336 farms in 1967/68. 



They occupy nearly half of the total area of rough grazing and over half the 
number are found in the most mountainous areas— Wales and the northern 
region* of England. For this reason separate analyses are shown below for 
Wales as typifying the special situation of Hill farms. A characteristic of most 
Livestock holdings is their small size — in terms of average smds per holding 
(about 760) they are the smallest of all the farming types and in this respect have 
changed very little since 1965. Just over one half of them are still found in the 
Small group, and roughly one eighth in the Large group. The latter have however 
slightly increased their intra-group share of production, while all Livestock 
holdings, taken together, carry approximately 60 per cent of all beef cows and 
breeding ewes, representing gains of 10 and 7 percentage points respectively since 
1963. The average herd size is up from 16 to 20 cows and average flock size up 
from 226 to 262 ewes. Apart from laying fowls, only a minority of Livestock 
holdings are engaged in other enterprises, but such enterprises including fowls 
contribute individually a minimal amount to total output, generally less than 
5 per cent. 

21. Of the 23,800 Livestock holdings in England and Wales, 8,300 or more 
than a third are in Wales. They are situated almost entirely in hill and mountain 

* Cumberland, Durham, Northumberland, Westmorland. 
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areas where the land is of poor quality and the rainfall much higher than else- 
where. Hill farms are characterised by the high proportion of rough grazing and 
the consequently low level of output per acre. Typically, hill farms achieve £10 
to £30 of gross output per adjusted acre*, compared with, for example, about 
£50 on good lowland farms in England. Hill farming has therefore to be carried 
out on larger units than in other areas if a reasonable net income is to be attained. 
The structural aspect is therefore very relevant to viability. 



Size group 


Holdings 


Wales 

(per 


Output 

(smds) 

(per 


Crops 
and grass 
acreage 
(per 


Gross 

output 

(a) 


Net 

income 

(a) 


(smds) 


(no.) 


cent) 


cent) 


(holding) 


(£ per holding) 


1,200 or more 


900 


11 


26 


259 


9,640 


2,910 


600-1,199 . 


. 3,000 


37 


43 


145 


5,130 


1,430 


275- 599 . 


. 4,400 


52 


31 


83 


2,800 


780 


All Sizes 


8,300 


100 


100 


125 


4,310 


1,220 



(a) Weighted average of a sample of 146 farms in 1967/68. 



22. As in England, the Livestock holdings tend to be small in size; 52 per 
cent are in the Small group (compared with 57 per cent in 1965), 37 per cent are 
Medium-sized (34 per cent in 1965) and 11 per cent Large (9 per cent in 1965). 
There is evidence therefore of a modest expansion in the scale of activity. About 
40 per cent of the Welsh holdings are still mainly dependent on sheep, having 
three-quarters of their livestock business in sheep. The remainder, some 5,000 
holdings, rely on both cattle and sheep. 



Wales 



Size group 
(Smds) 

1,200 or more 
600-1,199 
275- 599 



All Sizes 



(Holdings mainly dependent 









Average 






Output 


breeding 


Holdings 


(Smds) 


ewe flock 




(per 


(per 


(per 


(no.) 

500 


cent) 

14 


cent) 

31 


holdb||) 


1,300 


38 


42 


’459 


1,600 


48 


27 


237 


3,400 


100 


100 


433 



on sheep) 



Average 


Crops 






beef cow 


and grass 


Cross 


Net 


herd 


acreage 


output 


income 


(per 


(per 


(a) 


(a) 


holdi^) 


holding) 


(£ per holding) 
6,910 1,680 


12 


114 


3,760 


1,150 


7 


67 


2,110 


580 


12 


103 


3,410 


950 



(a) Weighted average results of a sample of 66 farms in 1967/68. 



23. About four-fifths of the Livestock hpldings (mainly sheep) in the two 
main hill areas are to be found in Wales and these holdings carry about a sixth 
of all breeding ewes in England and Wales. The holdings tend to be rather small 
on average though the proportion of Large holdings, at 14 per cent, compares 
with only 9 per cent in the cattle and sheep group (see paragraph 27). Their 
average ewe flock is also correspondingly larger, at 433 per holding. These large 
holdings carry about a third of all ewes and beef cows within the group. Both 
average gross output and net income are relatively low on these mainly sheep 
holdings, reflecting the small average size of business and a very high proportion 
of rough grazing. 



* An adjusted acre is equal to one acre of crops and grass or three acres of rough grazing. 
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Wales 

(Holdings dependent on both cattle and sheep) 









Output 


Size group 


Holdings 


(Smds) 




(per 


(per 


(Smds) 
1,200 or more 




cent) 

9 


cent) 

23 


600-1,199 


1,700 


37 


44 


275- 599 


2,500 


54 


33 


All Sizes 


. 4,600 


100 


100 



(a) Weighted average results of a sample of 80 farms ii 



A verage 


Average 


Crops 






breeding 


beef cow 


and grass 


Gross 


Net 


erve y?oc7c 


herd 


acreage 


output 


income 


(per 


(per 


(per 


(a) 


(a) 


holding) 


holding) 


holding) 


(£ per holding) 


616 


50 


324 


12,140 


4,040 


280 


23 


163 


5,900 


1,590 


144 


13 


90 


3,090 


870 


238 


20 


139 


4,760 


1,360 


1967/68. 



24. Wales contains about 60 per cent of the Livestock holdings (cattle and 
sheep) in the major hill areas. Neither enterprise is dominant (except for a small 
minority of mainly cattle holdings which are also included in the above table). 
Roughly a seventh of all the beef cows and an eighth of all the breeding ewes in 
England and Wales are found on these holdings, wliich tend to be on better land 
than the mainly sheep holdings. Their acreage of crops and grass is about 35 per 
cent greater and the proportion of rough grazing smaller. The 9 per cent of 
large holdings account for nearly a quarter of the beef cows and breeding ewes 
within the group. The distribution by size of business is weighted more heavily 
towards the Small holdings, but average gross output and net income 1967/68 
were appreciably higher than for the mainly sheep group. 



Cropping Holdings 

25. On these holdings cropping activities account for more than 50 per cent 
of the total business. Nearly 40 per cent of them grow mostly cereals (repre- 
senting more than a half of their cropping smds), compared with about 30 per 
cent in 1965. 



England and Wales 



Moldings 



Size Group 


(no.) 

9,100 


(per 


(Smds) 

1 ,200 or more 


cent) 

36 


600-1,199 . 


8,100 


31 


275- 599 . 


8,400 


33 


All Sizes . 


25^ 


"~Too 



Output 

(Smds) 

(per 

cenU 

19 

10 

loo 



Crops 
and grass 
acreage 
(per 

holdiii^) 

202 

102 

"269 



Average acreage per 
holding of; 



Barley 

111 

90 

49 

Iw 



Wheat 

118 

46 

23 

*68 



Main crop 
potatoes 
38 
13 
7 



Gross Net 
output income 

(a) (a) 

(£ per holding) 
26,850 5,910 

10,500 2,740 

5,180 1,230 



3,420 



21 14,760 



(a) Weighted average results of a sample of 561 farms in 1967/68. 



About two-thirds of the holdings are in the east and south-east of England in 
which area cropping is the most common type of farming; in the soutli-east alone 
dairying takes first place. The Large size group, comprising 9T thousand (36 
per cent) of the hoWings, is dominant with just over 70 per cent of the output, 
both figures being slightly higher than in 1965. There are almost as many, over 
8,000 holdings in each of the other size groups, but their contributions to total 
output have eased marginally to approximately 19 per cent for the Medium and 
10 per cent for the Small holdings. Cropping holdings continue to grow about 
half of the total cereals acreage, wheat having increased in fact to almost 60 
per cent (compared with 52 per cent in 1963), and in addition a full two-thirds 
of the potato acreage and four-fifths of the sugar beet acreage. The Large hold- 
ings by themselves account for just over 30 per cent of the total barley acreage, 
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41 per cent of the total wheat acreage and 48 per cent of the total acreage of 
maincrop potatoes in England and Wales, a significant example of specialisation. 
The overall average acreages under wheat and barley have increased since 1963 
from 47 to 68 acres and from 82 to 109 acres respectively. The entire class also 
makes a worthwhile contribution to livestock production with 17 per cent of 
aU breeding pigs and 1 1 per cent of all beef cows, though these shares are 1-2 
percentage points down by comparison with 1965. Most of the pigs and cattle 
are concentrated in fairly big herds on the Large holdings. In terms of total 
smds and gross output the average Cropping holding is much larger than its 
counterparts in the Dairy and Livestock groups. Average net income was also 
a good deal higher both in 1965 and 1968, but the improvement between the 
two years appears to have been less marked for the growers. 

Mixed Holdings 

26. These together make up a residual group of holdings on which no single 
enterprise accounts for more than 50 per cent of the total standard man-days in 
the business. 

England and Wales 

Crops 





Holdings 


Output 

(smds) 


and grass 
acreage 


Gross 

output 


Met 

income 


Size group 




(per 


(per 


(per 


(a) 


(a) 

holding) 


(smds) 


(no.) 


cent) 


cent) 


holding) 


(£ per 


1,200 or more 


. 3,800 


32 


65 


415 


26,230 


5,420 


600-1,199 . 


. 4,600 


39 


25 


156 


9,000 


1,830 


275- 599 . 


3,500 


29 


10 


83 


4,860 


1,310 


All Sizes . 


. 11,900 


100 


100 


218 


13,200 


2,800 



(a) Weighted average results of a sample of 196 farms in 1967/68, 

Such holdings have fallen sharply in numbers during the sixties and, as was 
pointed out earlier (paragraph 21), this is indicative of a general trend towards 
greater specialisation. The remaining 12,000 holdings are still widely distributed 
but rather more common in the south-west and north of England than else- 
where. Their average business is very similar to that of the Pigs and Poultry 
group and, at 1,300 smds per holding, a little above the average for all farming 
types taken together. The Medium sized group accounts for almost 40 per cent 
of the holdings, as in 1965, but the Large holdings have increased their share, 
at the expense of Small holdings, from 27 to 32 per cent. Their contribution to 
total output has risen almost as much proportionately— from 57 to 65 per cent. 
The group’s average acreage of crops and grass is second only to that of the 
Cropping holdings. By their nature Mixed holdings participate in a wide range 
of enterprises, but pig breeding ranks first, with about a sixth of the national 
herd, followed by wheat and barley which account for about one-eighth of the 
total acreages. Gross output and net income per holding have risen appreciably 
since 1965 in the Large and Small size groups and botih estimates are above those 
for Dairy and Livestock holdings. The incidence of Mixed holdings is lower in 
Wales than in England and there were only 1,100 such holdings in the Princi- 
pality in 1968. The proportion found in the Small group is much higher, at 45 
per cent, and that in the Large group considerably lower, at 15 per cent. The 
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average acreage of crops and grass for all the holdings (133 acres) is about the 
same as for the Welsh Livestock (Cattle and Sheep) group, but very much less 
than the overall average for Mixed holdings in England and Wales (218 acres). 

Pig and Poultry Holdings 

27. More than 50 per cent of total standard man-days are in pigs and poultry 
on the holdings in this group which, numerically, is the least important of the 
six main farming types having 6 per cent of the total with 275 smds and over, 
the same proportion as in 1965. The group’s contribution to total standard 
man-days is, however, somewhat more at about 8 per cent— or 7 per cent if 
Very Small holdings with under 275 smds are included. In 1965 almost a half 
of the group were Predominantly Poultry holdings— those with more than 50 per 
cent of their smds in poultry alone and at least 75 per cent in pigs and poultry 
together. By 1968, partly as a result of the progressive concentration of the 
enterprise and partly because of some downward revision of smd factors, this 
sub-group had contracted to 39 per cent of the whole group. 



Size group 


England 

Holdings 


and Wales 

Output 

(smds) 


Average 

laying 

flock 


Average 
breeding 
sow herd 
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and grass 
acreage 




(per 


(per 


(per 


(per 


(per 


(smds) 


(no.) 


cent) 


cent) 


holding) 


holding) 


holding) 


1,200 or more 


. 2,600 


28 


68 


12,334 


96 


111 


600-1,199 


. 2,700 


30 


19 


2,950 


50 


43 


275- 599 


. 3,800 


42 


13 


1,293 


32 


23 


All Sizes 


. 9,100 


100 


100 


4,776 


50 


54 



Nearly a half of these holdings are found in eastern England, where ample 
supplies of cereal feedingstulfs are readily available. In order of average business 
size this group ranks third, as it did in 1965, after the Horticulture and Cropping 
groups, although in acreage it ranks last, with Horticulture, averaging 54-55 
acres of crops and grass, 9 acres more than in 1965. The above table shows 28 
per cent of the holdings to be in the Large category and 42 per cent (47 per cent 
in 1965) in the Small category. However, the Predominantly Poultry holdings 
are generally much larger (average 1,777 smds) than those in the remaining 
general Pig and Poultry sub-group (average 1,002 smds), nearly 40 per cent of 
the former being large holdings with nearly 80 per cent of their output. In the 
group as a whole, 68 per cent of the output (64 per cent in 1965) comes from the 
Large holdings. Over 60 per cent of the total laying flock and nearly 90 per cent 
of the broiler flock are found on Pig and Poultry holdings, chiefly on lie large 
holdings; indeed, almost 80 per cent of broilers are concentrated in the large 
size groups. Between 1965 and 1968 the average size of laying flock rose from 
nearly 3,000 to nearly 5,000 and the average number of breeding pigs from 34 
to 50. Despite these significant increases, nearly 40 per cent of the national flock 
and over 70 per cent of all breeding pigs were still spread over other types of 
holding in 1968; these proportions had been much greater in 1963, however, 
viz. 60 and 84 percentage respectively. A certain amount of cereal growing is 
also carried out on Pig and Poultry holdings, though this only adds up to some 
2-3 per cent of the total acreage in England and Wales. The sample of farms for 
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which financial information is available is too small to provide more than a broad 
indication of the general levels of output and net income on holdings in the 
different size groups; average gross output in 1967/68 appears to have been a 
little higher than that of Cropping holdings and average net income nearest to 
that on the Mixed holdings. 

Horticultural Holdings 

28. About one ninth of all holdings with 275 or more smds are in the 
Horticulture group, a few hundred more than in 1965 when the proportion was 
nearly one tenth. Holdings are classified to this type when more than half of 
their standard man-days are in horticulture, though on several thousand of them 
this proportion reaches at least three-quarters. The majority are engaged in 
general horticulture, only about a quarter having more than 50 per cent of their 
total smds in fruit alone or vegetables alone. 

England and Wales 

Crops 



Size group 


Holdings 

(per 


Output 

(smds) 

(per 


and grass 
acreage 
(per 


(smds) 


(no.) 


cent) 


cent) 


holding) 


1,200 or more . 


. 5,900 


39 


80 


113 


600-1,199 


. 4,400 


29 


13 


23 


275- 599 


. 4,900 


32 


7 


13 


All Sizes . 


. 15,300 


100 


100 


55 



There are relatively few of these holdings in the north and in Wales but numbers 
are to be found throughout the country, with the main concentrations in the east, 
south east and west midlands. Since 1965 their average size has risen from 1,730 
to 1,900 smds per holding, wliich is appreciably higher than for any other type 
of farming. This fact is reflected in their employment of an average of four regu- 
lar full-time male workers per holding; this is no longer matched by any other 
main type, the average for Cropping holdings having declined from four to 
three per holding. Bearing in mind also their average of 55 acres of crops and 
grass, they are certainly the most intensive of the groups. Concentration in the 
Large size group is particularly marked : with almost 40 per cent of the holdings 
this group is now responsible for 80 per cent of the output, compared with three- 
quarters in 1965. 

29. Except for potatoes (about a tenth of the total acreage), the contribution 
of Horticultural holdings to other enterprises is hardly significant. There are 
many types of vegetables nearly all of which are produced by this group but, of 
the totd acreage of vegetables grown in the open, the greater part is in fact found 
on the Cropping and Mixed holdings, chiefly as part of their arable rotation. 
As might be expected, however, the Horticultural group is dominant in fruit 
growing, having about four-fifths of the orchard acreage and three-quarters of 
the small fruit acreage. Practically the whole of the crops under glass are also 
found in this group, under the sub-head of general Horticulture. The Farm 
Management Survey sample of these holdings is too small to represent adequately 
the diverse combination of crops and the various kinds of specialisation and 
organisation represented in horticulture; it is therefore not possible to indicate 
average levels of output and net income for horticultural businesses. 
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Scotland 



30. The size structure of farms in Scotland is not dissimilar to that in the 
United Kingdom described in Part I, when allowance is made for the smd revis- 
ions made in 1965 and 1968 (see Appendix I, Table A, footnote (d)). Large farms 
are, however, rather more prominent in Scotland in their contributions to most 
enterprises, the main exception being egg production. The main example is milk 
production, where the Scottish share exceeds 50 per cent of the total compared 
with under 40 per cent in the United Kingdom as a whole. About one-sixth of 
Scottish farms are Small compared with a quarter in the United Kingdom. The 
proportion of Very Small holdings, at nearly 60 per cent, is significantly higher 
than in the United Kingdom, but about half of this group are Highland “crofts”. 

31. Scottish farms have been classified* by type mainly by measuring the 
relative importance of each enterprise in terms of its labour requirement, but 
on hill and upland farms an important additional factor taken into account was 
the proportion of rough grazing to the total farm area. In 1968 there were 22,600 
farms with over 250 standard man-days and they have been classified into eight 
main types. Among these Dairy farms continue in first place with 25 per cent of 
all full-time farms while, taken together, the three types of Mixed farms account 
for 24 per cent, and the two types of Hill and Upland farms for 27 per cent. 
The two remaining types, Cropping and Small Intensive farms, make up to 18 
per cent and 6 per cent respectively of the total. The changes over time shown in 
the following table are affected by revisions to the man-day factors which have 
accelerated the reduction in the number of holdings classed as full-time. Never- 
theless it is possible to detect a movement of holdings out of the intermediate 
types into the Hill and Upland groups on the one hand and the Cropping group 
on the other. 



Distribution of Holdings by Type of Farming id) 
1963, 1965 and 1968 



Type of Farming 


Holdings (’000) 


Percentage 


1963 


1965 


1968(b) 


1963 


1965 


1968(b) 


Hill Sheep .... 


1‘4 


1-3 


1>5 


5 


5 


6 


Upland 


3-8 


3-2 


4-5 


14 


13 


20 


Rearing with Arable 


5-7 


5-1 


3>5 


20 


20 


16 


Rearing with Intensive 
Livestock .... 


L7 


1-3 


0-6 


6 


5 


3 


Arable Rearing and Feeding 


2*3 


2-2 


14 


8 


9 


6 


Cropping .... 


3‘9 


3-6 


40 


14 


14 


18 


Dairy 


7-4 


7-2 


5-7 


26 


29 


25 


Intensive .... 


1*9 


1-3 


14 


7 


5 


6 


Total 


28-1 


25-2 


22-6 


100 


100 


100 



(a) Holdings with 250 smds or more, 

(b) Smd factors were revised in 1965 and 1968 and holdings reclassified in 1968. 



* The classification of each farm is based on its cropping and stocking etc. in 1968, employing 
smd factors as revised in 1968. The classification used in the previous publication. The Struc- 
ture of Agriculture, relating to the year 1965, was based on the situation which obtained in 
1962. See Scottish Agricultural Economics Vol. XV. H.M.S.O., 1965. 
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Brief descriptions of the main characteristics of these various farming types are 
given in the following paragraphs, which should be read in conjunction with 
the more comprehensive statistics set out in Appendix III. 

It should be borne in mind throughout that the dividing line between full-time 
and part-time farms in Scotland has been taken at 250 smds and not at 275 smds 
as in the report on structure in 1965, published in 1966. The footnote on page 
23 is also relevant. 



Dairy Farms 

32. This type of farm is predominant in south-west Scotland, and smaller 
numbers in other parts of the country are found mainly near the larger urban 
centres. Some of the chief structural statistics are given in the following table. 



Size group 
(smds) 


Hold 


Jngs 


Output 

(smds) 

(per 

cent) 


Average dairy 
herd (per 
holding) 


Crops and 
^ass acreage 
(per holding) 


Gross 
Output 
(a) £ per 


Net 

Income 
holding (a) 


(No.) 


(per 

cent) 


1,200 or more 


2,100 


36 


59 


81 


285 


17,130 


3,110 


600-1,199 . 


2,600 


46 


34 


44 


131 


7,480 


1,420 


250- 599 . 


liooo 


18 


7 


24 


69 


3,320 


660 


All Sizes 


5,700 


100 


100 


54 ' 


175 


10,730 


1,980 



(a) Weighted average results of a sample of 174 farms in 1967/68. 



The proportion of all dairy cows on Dairy farms is slightly higher than in 1965 
at 94 per cent and the average size of herd significantly larger (54 cows). Small 
farms have 8 per cent of the cows and the average herd size is 24; Medium-sized 
farms have 35 per cent of the cows and an average herd size of 44; Large farms 
contain 51 per cent of the cows and an average herd of 81. Thus, in 1968, 86 
per cent of all dairy cows were on Dairy farms with 600 smds or over. Despite 
the high degree of specialisation in dairying, especially in the south-west, a 
majority of farms in this group are also involved to a limited extent in other 
enterprises, the most usual being poultry, potatoes and sheep, in that order. 
Compared with the mid-sixties, however, the incidence of these subsidiary 
activities has diminished. 



Mixed Rearing I Arable Farms 

33. These farms are generally situated on intermediate land lying between 
the Hill and Upland farms (see paragraph 41) on the one hand and lowland 
Cropping and Dairy farms on the other. They have been classified into three 
types. On the first, Rearing with Arable, the emphasis is on the rearing of cattle 
and sheep; on the second. Rearing with Intensive Livestock, the average acreage 
is much smaller but the size of business in smds is now somewhat larger, stock 
rearing being supplemented to a considerable extent by pigs or poultry; on the 
third group. Arable, Rearing and Feeding, the feeding of cattle and sheep pre- 
dominates. This type of farm is common in the eastern half of Scotland and it 
generally has a considerable acreage of arable crops, grown rnainly for stock 
feeding rather than for sale. The main characteristics for the three groups are 
shown in the following table. 
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Rearing with Arable 



Size group 
(smds) 


Holdings 


Output 

(smds) 

(per 

cent) 


Crops and 
grass acreage 
(per holding) 


Gross 

Output 

(a) 

(£ per h 


Net , 
Income 
(a) 
olding) 


(No.) 


(per 

cent) 


1,200 or more 


400 


11 


32 


482 


17,570 


2,180 


600-1,199 


1,000 


29 


34 


196 


6,050 


1,310 


250- 599 


2,100 


60 


34 


91 


3,240 


1,010 


All Sizes . 


3,500 


100 


100 


165 


6,060 


1,320 



Rearing with Intensive Livestock 



1,200 or more 


180 


14 


40 


2961 


11,590 


2,120 


600-1,199 


200 


29 


31 


122/ 


250- 599 


300 


57 


29 


61 


3,160 


930 


All Sizes . 


600 


100 


100 


111 


3,960 


1,260 



Arable, Rearing and Feeding 



1,200 or more . 


200 


12 


33 


466 


15,580 


3,340 


600-1,199 


400 


29 


33 


211 


5,700 


1,200 


250- 599 


800 


59 


34 


99 


3,170 


1,030 


All Sizes . . 


1,400 


100 


100 


177 


6,150 


1,460 



(a) Weighted average results of a sample of 158 farms in 1967/68, 



34. The Rearing with Arable farms have 17 per cent of the Scottish beef cow 
population and 21 per cent of other beef cattle, smaller shares than in 1965, but 
the average size of the beef cow herd is much the same (23 cows). The group’s 
share of the total sheep population has also fallen, with little change in the size 
of the average breeding ewe flock (129). Subsidiary enterprises, notably egg 
production, have declined in recent years. The diminished contribution of the 
group generally — 10 per cent of total smds compared with 15 per cent in 1965— 
reflects a significant fall in the number of these farms some of which are now 
classified as Upland farms. This is however partly attributable to a downward 
revision of smd values. 

35. The Rearing with Intensive Livestock group is also numerically much 
smaller than it was three years earlier and its contribution to total output is 
the lowest of any group at only 2 per cent. In common with the other Mixed 
Rearing/Arable types roughly 60 per cent of the farms have a labour requirement 
of under 600 smds. The group relies chiefly on laying fowls (average flock 
expanded to over 900 birds), on pigs (average total herd now over 70) and on 
the rearing and feeding of cattle (average beef cow herd increased to 15). 

36. The Arable Rearing and Feeding farms have a larger tillage acreage, 
with some cash cropping, and a somewhat larger total acreage of crops and grass 
(average 177 acres) than the other two types within this general, mixed category. 
But they have shared with them a reduction in the contribution to total output^ 
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from 6 to 4 per cent of aggregate smds, accompanied by a big drop in their total 
number, subject to the qualification about smd factors mentioned above. There 
is some cattle breeding (average herd 14 beef cows) and rather more rearing and 
feeding of cattle. Sheep continue to be of minor importance and among subsidi- 
ary livestock enterprises pigs (in the south-east) would now rank before poultry, 
though laying fowls are found on twice as many farms. 



Cropping Farms 

37. These tend to be comparatively large businesses (average size over 1,200 
smds in 1968) situated in the eastern lowlands. 



Size Group 
(smds) 


Holdings 


Output 

(smds) 

(per 

cent) 


Crops and 
grass acreage 
(per holding) 


Gross 

Output 

(a) 

(£ per h 


Net 

Income 

(a) 

olding) 


(No.) 


(per 

cent) 


1,200 or more 


1,500 


37 


67 


399 


22,070 


5,110 


600-1,199 


1,300 


33 


23 


193 


8,070 


2,010 


250- 599 


1,200 


30 


10 


99 


3,530 


1,180 


All Sizes . 


4,000 


100 


100 


241 


13,720 


3,300 



(a) Weighted average results of a sample of 40 farms in. 1967/68. 



After the 1968 revision of smd factors, they represented nearly a fifth (18 per 
cent) of all Scottish full-time farms, but accounted for a somewhat larger pro- 
portion of total output and crops and grass acreage, namely, 21 and 23 per cent 
respectively. Average acreage per farm is however appreciably greater in the 
south-east, one-and-a-half times to twice the size found further north. More 
than 40 per cent of the cereal crop and two-thirds of the potato crop are grown 
on Cropping farms and a proportion of them grow fruit and vegetables for 
human consumption on a field scale. The 1,500 Large holdings alone contribute 
about one seventh of total output in Scotland in smd terms. Cattle feeding has 
always been important on this type of farm, together with some breeding 
(average 20 beef cows and about 110 “other cattle” per holding with stock). 
More than 100 pigs are also carried on about a quarter of the farms, chiefly in 
the north-east and south-east. 



Hill Sheep and Upland Farms 

38. Although these farms are below the average of all full-time farms in crops 
and grass acreage and in size of business (700-900 smds), they may have a 
thousand acres or more of rough grazing. Labour needs are, nevertheless, also 
below the average for all farms at about two regular full-time workers. 
The Hill Sheep farms with an average of 4,000 acres of rough grazing carry 
nearly 40 per cent of the Scottish ewe flock and the Uplands farms another 26 
per cent; together, therefore, they account for about two-thirds of the total. Over 
80 per cent of each group also raise beef cows, but the Upland farms make by 
far the greater contribution to this enterprise with nearly a half (46 per cent) 
of the national total and an average herd of 42 beef cows. The Hill Sheep farms 
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Upland 



Size Group 
(smds) 


Holdings 


Output 

(smds) 

(per 

cent) 


Crops and 
grass 
acreage 
(per holding) 


Gross 

Output 

(a) 

(£ per 1 


Net 

Income 

(a) 

lolding) 


(No.) 


(per 

cent) 


1,200 or more . 


600 


14 


36 


395 


11,560 


1,570 


600-1,199 


1,400 


31 


35 


181 


5,750 


1,440 


250- 599 


2,500 


55 


29 


94 


2,870 


640 


All Sizes . 


4,500 


100 


100 


164 


5,790 


1,120 



Hill Sheep 



1,200 or more . 
600-1,199 
250- 599 


300 

500 

700 


21 

34 

45 


45 

33 

22 


172 

83 

39 


10,630 

4,670 

2,640 


2,070 

1,220 

950 


All Sizes . 


1,500 


100 


100 


82 


5,330 


1,320 



(a) Weighted average results of a sample of 142 farms. 



have a 10 per cent share with an average of 29 cows. Beyond a small amount 
of cropping for winter feed there are no other enterprises of any magnitude. 
The number of farms classified as Upland has increased since 1965 and this 
group now includes some farms previously in the Rearing with Arable group. 



Intensive Farms 

39. This is one of the less common farming types represented by only 6 per 
cent of the full-time holdings with 8 per cent of Scottish agriculture’s labour 
requirement. 



Size Group 
(smds) 


Holdings 


Output 

(smds) 

(per 

cent) 


Crops and 
grass 
acreage 
(per holding) 


(No.) 


(per 

cent) 


l,2(X)ormore 


400 


26 


70 


84 


600-1,199 . 


400 


28 


17 


26 


250- 599 . 


600 


46 


13 


13 


All Sizes 


1,400 


100 


100 


35 



The 1,400 holdings in question have the largest average business size, however, 
nearly 1,400 smds, despite the smallest average acreage — 35 acres of crops and 
grass. About a quarter are large farm businesses of 1,200 smds or more and their 
output approaches three-quarters of the aggregate for all Intensive farms. The 
whole group comprises two broad classes, one characterised by cropping and 
the other by stocking enterprises. About a half are primarily horticultural and 
these are relatively larger businesses giving more than average employment, i.e. 
above the group average of four regular full-time workers. Nearly all the toma- 
toes and most of the fruit and vegetables grown in Scotland are produced on 
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these farms. The remaining, non-horticultural, farms are principally engaged in 
pig and poultry production. The contributions made by the group to these two 
enterprises are considerable: 28 per cent of all breeding pigs; 34 per cent of 
other pigs; 32 per cent of laying fowls and 78 per cent of broilers and other table 
birds. In fact, the average size of laying flock on small intensive farms has more 
than trebled in four years to nearly 3,000. Poultry enterprises are found mainly 
in the central lowlands and also in Aberdeenshire where broiler production in 
particular has increased in recent years. 

Northern Ireland 

40. Over the period 1964 to 1968 Northern Ireland followed the general trend 
towards fewer and larger farms. The number of holdings declined from approxi- 
mately 43,000 in 1964 to 39,000* in 1968. This decline in numbers occurred 
entirely on farms under 600 smds, while the number of farms over 600 smds 
increased from 10 per cent of the total in 1964 to 13 per cent in 1968. As a result, 
farms over 600 smds increased their share of output, in terms of smds, from 3 1 
per cent in 1964 to 41 per cent in 1968. 

41. Despite these changes. Northern Ireland agriculture differs significantly 
in structure from that in the United Kingdom as a whole, and remains pre- 
dominantly one of small farms. 18,000, or 46 per cent of the total number of 
holdings are Very Smallf and cannot be considered full-time farms, although 
over half of these holdings provide the only source of income for their occupiers. 
They contribute only about 15 per cent of the total agricultural output. 

42. The 21,000 full-time farms in Northern Ireland are also small compared 
with full-time farms in the rest of the United Kingdom. Nevertheless, a strong 
trend towards increasing farm size exists. The decline of 3,100 in the number of 
full-time farms, from approximately 24,100 in 1964 to 21,000 in 1968, occurred 
entirely in the Small holdings group, while the number of Medium-sized and 
Large holdings increased. The following comments on types of farm in Northern 
Ireland relate to the 21,000 full-time farms, which now produce 85 per cent of 
agricultural output. 

43. Full-time farms in Northern Ireland have been classified into seven types 
according to the enterprise, or enterprises, contributing at least 60 per cent of 
the total Gross Margin of the farm business. Mixed farms are the residual group 
in which no enterprise, or group of enterprises, contributes more than 60 per 
cent of the total Gross Margin of the farm business. (For the following summary 
of types of farm, the types “Dairy” and “Dairy with Pigs and Poultry” have 
been amalgamated under the heading “Mainly Dairy”, and “Beef and Sheep” 
and “Beef, Sheep and Pigs” under the heading “Mainly Beef and Sheep”), On 
this basis, there was, in addition to the change to fewer and larger farms between 
1964 and 1968, a trend towards a simplification of the farming system. The pro- 
portion of Mixed farms decreased from 25 per cent in 1964 to 16 per cent in 
1968, while the proportion of all other types increased. Livestock production 

* This number is less than that recorded in the agricultural census which enumerates an 
additional 26,000 statistically insignificant holdings of less than 50 smds of labour requirement, 
on the majority of which most of the land is let on a seasonal basis. 

t i.e., under 200 smds. The use of the lower limit of 200 smds, as compared with 250 smds 
for Scotland and 275 smds for England and Wales, takes account Of the different conditions 
and lack of off-farm employment opportunities in Northern Ireland. 
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remains of paramount importance, with almost three-quarters of all full-time 
farms engaged mainly in dairying or mainly in beef and sheep production. Of 
these, about one-third also have a subsidiary pigs and/or poultry enterprise. 
The remaining full-time farms are either specialist Pigs and Poultry farms, or 
specialist Cropping farms. The following description of types of farm in Northern 
Ireland should be read in conjunction with the more detailed statistics on 
Northern Ireland in Appendix IV. 



Distribution of Holdings by Type of Farming 
1964, 1965 and 1968 (a) 



Type of Farming 


Holdings (’000) 


Percentage 


1964 


1965 


1968 


1964 


1965 


1968 


Mainly Dairy .... 


9-9 


10-5 


9-4 


41 


44 


45 


Mainly Beef and Sheep . 


5-7 


60 


5-7 


24 


25 


27 


Pigs and/or Poultry . 


1-4 


1-3 


1-5 


6 


6 


7 


Cropping .... 


0-9 


M 


1-0 


4 


5 


5 


Mixed 


6-2 


4-8 


3-4 


25 


20 


16 


Total 


24d 


23-7 


21 0 


100 


100 


100 



(a) Holdings with 200 smds or more. The distributions are based on 1965 smd values 
throughout. 



Mainly Dairy Farms 

44. Dairying has become an increasingly specialised enterprise in Northern 
Ireland. Over nine-tenths of the dairy herd is on full-time farms, and almost 80 
per cent is found on Mainly Dairy farms, compared with 67 per cent in 1964. 
One reason for this increase in specialisation has been the decline in the incidence 
of pigs and poultry on these farms. In 1964, 52 per cent of Mainly Dairy farms 
had significant subsidiary pigs and poultry enterprises; by 1968 this figure had 
dropped to 37 per cent (although the proportion of the total laying flock found 
on dairy farms remained almost the same, the average flock size having in- 
creased). As a result of these structural changes, one-quarter of all Mainly 
Dairy farms are Large or Medium-sized compared with one-fifth in 1964, and 
the average dairy herd on these farms has increased from 25 to 30 cows. They 
now produce almost half of the total output of Mainly Dairy farms compared 
with just under 40 per cent in 1964. 



Size Group 
(smds) 


Holdings 


Output 

(smds) 

(per 

cent) 


Average 

Dairy 

herd 

(per 


Crops and 
grass 
acreage 
holding) 


Gross 

Output 

(a) 

(£per 


Net 

Income 

(a) 

holding) 


(No.) 


(per 

cent) 


1,200 or more . 


400 


4 


15 


48 


162'\ 


8,670 


2,100 


600-1,199 . 


2,000 


21 


33 


25 


87/ 


200- 599 . 


7,000 


75 


52 


12 


49 


2,970 


775 


200 or more . 


9,400 


100 


100 


17 


62 


4,305 


1,085 



(a) Weighted average results of a sample of 144 “Dairy” and 79 “Dairy with Pigs and 
Poultry” farms; mean of 1966/67 and 1967/68. 
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Mainly Beef and Sheep Farms 

45. There has been a similar though less advanced trend towards specialisa- 
tion in beef and sheep production. Almost 70 per cent of the beef breeding herd 
and almost 80 per cent of the ewe flock are found on full-time farms and 51 per 
cent and 56 per cent respectively are on Mainly Beef and Sheep farms, as 
opposed to 45 per cent and 39 per cent respectively in 1964. Twelve per cent of 
Mainly Beef and Sheep farms are Large or Medium-sized, producing just under 
30 per cent of the output of this type, as opposed to 23 per cent in 1964. Over 
90 per cent of Mainly Beef and Sheep farms have beef cows, but the proportion 
with sheep is less than 60 per cent. Pigs remain an important secondary enter- 
prise, with over a fifth of the total breeding pigs found on this type of farm. 



Size Group 
(smds) 


Holdings 


Output 

(smds) 

(per 

cent) 


Crops and 


Gross 


Net 


(No.) 


(per 

cent) 


grass acreage 
(per holding) 


Output (a) 
(£ per h 


Income (a) 
olding) 


1,200 or more 


100 


2 


9 


291 \ 


6,815 


2,420 


600-1,199 


600 


10 


20 


143/ 


200- 599 


5,000 


88 


71 


63 


2,605 


560 


200 or more 


5,700 


100 


100 


76 


3,380 


720 



(a) Weighted average results of a sample of 42 “Cattle and Sheep” and 24 “Cattle, Sheep 
and Pigs” farms; mean of 1966/67 and 1967/68. 



Mixed Farms 

46. As would be expected, increasing specialisation in Northern Ireland 
agriculture has brought a decline in the number of Mixed farms. Their number 
has fallen from 6,200 in 1964 to 3,400 in 1968. This decline has been greatest in 
Small Mixed farms, such that Large and Medium-sized farms now represent 
almost one-quarter of all farms of this type, producing just under 50 per cent of 
their total output. Mixed farms are engaged in all enterprises to varying degrees 
but, in general, their individual enterprises are smaller than on those farms of 
each enterprise type. Even so Mixed farms are about average in their total size 
of business, and ^e smaller number now remaining compare favourably in terms 
of net income With other types of farm. 



Size Group 
(smds) 


Holdings 


Output 

(smds) 

(per 

cent) 


Crops and 


Gross 


Net 


(No.) 


(per 

cent) 


grass acreage 
(per holding) 


Output (a) 
(£ per h 


Income (a) 
olding) 


1,200 or more 


100 


4 


16 


209\ 


7,260 


1,985 


600-1,199 


700 


20 


31 


111/ 


200- 599 


2,600 


76 


53 


57 


2,955 


855 


200 or more 


3,400 


100 


100 


74 


4,005 


1,135 



(a) Weighted average results of a sample of 45 “Mixed” farms; mean of 1966/67 and 
1967/68. 
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Pigs and Poultry Farms 

47. In Northern Ireland, the phenomenal increase in concentration in the 
poultry industry of the last few years and, to a lesser extent, the increase in 
concentration in pig production, have led to a significant change in the size 
structure of Pigs and Poultry farms. Almost one-half of these farms are now 
over 600 smds, compared with one-fifth in 1964. Farms of 1,200 smds and over, 
now 22 per cent of the total number, produce about 60 per cent of the total 
output of this type. As a whole, Pigs and Poultry farms are mainly important 
in pig fattening, poultry and egg production, and account for 26 per cent of the 
fattening pigs and 43 per cent of the laying fowls. They carry only 15 per cent 
of all breeding pigs, however, and, with an average of only 34 acres of crops and 
grass, they do not make important contributions to the output of other enter- 
prises. Most significantly, their importance in egg production has increased to 
about three times what it was in 1964. 



Size Group 
(smds) 


Holdings 


Output 
(smds) 
(per cent) 


Crops and 
grass acreage 
(per holding) 


(No.) 


(per cent) 


1,200 or more 


300 


22 


57 


57 


600-1,199 . 


400 


27 


24 


37 


200- 599 . 


800 


51 


19 


22 


200 or more 


1,500 


100 


100 


34 



Cropping Farms 

48. This group is numerically small in Northern Ireland, with only about 
1,000 farms in 1968, as compared with 900 in 1964. Little structural change 
occurred over the period ; almost 30 per cent of Cropping farms are Large and 
Medium-sized and account for over 55 per cent of the output of the type. As a 
whole, Cropping farms are of some importance only in barley and potato pro- 
duction with 21 and 17 per cent of the respective Northern Ireland acreages. 



Size Group 
(smds) 


Holdings 


Output 
(smds) 
(pot cent) 


Crops and 
grass acreage 
(per holding) 


(No.) 


(per cent) 


1,200 or more 


100 


7 


25 


245 


600-1,199 . 


200 


22 


31 


131 


200- 599 . 


700 


71 


44 


58 


200 or more 


1,000 


100 


100 


88 



HI. Concentration of Enterprises 

49. Although standard man-days per unit of crop or stock are not changed 
frequently, revisions are necessary periodically to allow for the increasing pro- 
ductivity of labour. This makes it difficult to compare over time changes in the 
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size of farm enterprises in terms of smd size groupings. Trends towards 
concentration of enterprises are most clearly seen by comparing the average size 
of enterprises at various dates and the proportion of the livestock or crop 
acreage found in the larger units. In the 1966 report on the structure of agri- 
culture* a few selected indicators of this kind were given in respect of nine 
major enterprises. In the present report a similar examination in much greater 
detail has been extended to the period 1960-63-65-68 and to Scotland and 
Northern Ireland in so far as this was found to be practicable. The full analyses 
are given in Appendices II, III and IV, Table F, and the main features are dis- 
cussed in paragraphs 55 to 63. The data in this section relate to all holdings not, 
as in Part II, to full-time farms only. 

50. The exclusion from the June 1968 Census for England and Wales of some 
47,000 holdings, whose aggregate contribution to agricultural output was 
statistically negligible, has had only a very limited effect on the comparability 
of this year with earlier years. The omission of such holdings can be virtually 
ignored in all enterprises except egg production and barley growing. In the 
former case Table F of Appendix II indicates the disappearance of about 44,000 
producers between 1965 and 1968, and it is possible that some 5-10,000 of these 
were very small poultry keepers to whom census forms were not sent in 1968. 
However, their inclusion in that year would have reduced the average size of 
flock only slightly, from 364 birds to perhaps 340-350, compared with 257 in 
1965. For similar reasons the apparent disappearance of about 14,000 barley 
growers between 1965 and 1968 may overstate the actual decrease by possibly 
1-2,000. Again the effect on average size in 1968, which is given as 55 acres per 
grower compared with 44 acres in 1965, must have been marginal, probably less 
than one acre. 

51. Table III, on page 43, summarises the rates of change in average size of 
enterprise between 1960 and 1968 as average percentages per annum, thus en- 
abling direct comparison to be made between different stock and crop items. 
These figures are shown in three columns for each country: two 3-year periods, 
1960-63 and 1965-68, and the whole period 1960-68 for England and Wales 
and Scotland, and the 2-year periods 1964-66 and 1966-68 together with 1964-68 
for Northern Ireland. The picture has been made as complete as the available 
data will allow; gaps in information mainly affect the crop items. 

52. The trend towards concentration during the 1960’s, as measured in this 
summary table, has been a general increase in average size at rates of between 
4 and 9 per cent per annum for most major enterprises. The notable exceptions 
are the two main sub-divisions of the poultry industry. The size of the average 
broiler enterprise in England and Wales increased by 22 per cent per annum 
over the entire period, but the major expansion occurred in the earlier years — 
no less than 36 per cent per annum, compared with 7 per cent per annum in the 
last three years. The corresponding Scottish rate of increase (including other table 
birds) was nearly 16 per cent per annum for 1960 to 1968, with a maximum of 
21 per cent per annum in the middle years. The average laying flock has also 
increased by more than 10 per cent per annum in England and Wales, and by 
over 12 per cent per annum since 1965. A still higher rate was attained in North- 
ern Ireland (19 per cent per annum between 1966 and 1968) whilst in Scotland, 

* The Structure of Agriculture, H.M.S.O., 1966 (page 24). 
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where the national flock has declined in recent years, the average size of enter- 
prise is much smaller and has been increasing at less than 2 per cent per annum. 

53. After poultry, concentration has become most marked in pig breeding 
where the increase in average herd size has been around 10 per cent per annum 
in recent years. Since the middle sixties rates of 7-8 per cent per annum have 
also been achieved for wheat, barley and potatoes in England and Wales and 
for barley and dairy cows in Scotland. 

54. There follows a more detailed examination of structural changes since 
1960, wliich takes into account the wide variation in stocking or cropping 
intensity around the average for each major enterprise. For convenience the 
sub-paragraphs relate to: (a) England and Wales, (b) Scotland and (c) Northern 
Ireland. The relevant statistics will be found in the country Appendices II, III 
and IV, Table F. 

Dairy Cows 

55. (a) There has been a small increase in the national herd over the whole 
period 1960-68, which has been accompanied by a significant and continuous 
decline in the number of producers, from 140,000 in 1960 to 97,000 in 1968, 
As a result the average size of enterprise has risen by about a half to 28 cows. 
Only about 5 per cent of all producers possessed herds of 50 or more cows at 
the beginning of the period and they accounted for 21 per cent of the national 
herd; by 1968 the proportion in this size category had risen to 14 per cent with 
40 per cent of the national herd. Nevertheless, nearly one half of the producers 
still had herds of fewer than 20 dairy cows though they accounted for less than 
one sixth of the national herd. 

(b) In Scotland there was a similar decline in the number of producers (from 
21,000 to under 12,000), but the total number of dairy cows had also fallen 
north of the border following a more pronounced switch to beef production. 
While the average size of the dairy enterprise on all holdings is only 28 cows, 
this is affected by the large number of farmers who still keep 1 or 2 cows to 
supply household milk. The average size of herd on Scottish dairy farms was 
54 cows in 1968 (See Appendix III, Table E). Already in 1960 12 per cent of 
Scottish producers held 44 per cent of the cows and by 1968 the figures had risen 
to 24 per cent and 64 per cent respectively. 

(c) In Northern Ireland the dairy herd has remained at just under the 200,000 
level since 1964, while the number of producers has dropped by nearly a quarter 
thereby raising the average herd size from 9 to 12 cows. Although the proportion 
of holdings with 50 cows or over almost doubled by 1968, it is still less than 2 
per cent with about 10 per cent of all the dairy cows. Roughly one half of the 
cows are now found on one quarter of the holdings, those in the Medium-sized 
group with 15-49 cows. 

Beef Cows 

56. (a) Between 1960 and 1968 an increase of about a sixth in the beef herd 
in England and Wales was accompanied by a decrease of one-seventh in the 
number of producers; consequently the average size of enterprise rose from 8 to 
1 1 cows. At the end of the period, however, there were still over 80 per cent of 
producers with fewer than 20 cows accounting for almost 40 per cent of the 
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national herd. Farms with 50 or more beef cows then represented only 3 4 per 
cent of the total but they contributed nearly 25 per cent to the national herd. 
The corresponding proportions for these large units in 1960 had been 1-6 per 
cent and 1 5 per cent respectively. 

(b) Nearly one third of the United Kingdom population of beef cows is now 
found in Scotland, compared with about a tenth for dairy cows. And, by 
increasing by over one third since 1960, the Scottish beef herd outnumbered its 
dairy counterpart in 1968. A greater concentration of this type of enterprise is 
evident throughout the sixties. The proportion of producers with 50 cows or 
more — 4-5 per cent with 27 per cent of all beef cows in I960-— had more than 
doubled to 10 per cent with 44 per cent of cows by 1968. Although the total 
number of beef producers declined by less than 1 per cent per annum during 
this time, the average size of herd increased from 13 to 18 head. 

(c) Growth in the Northern Ireland herd has been relatively greater than in 
Scotland, with an expansion of over a third since 1964, and it now represents 
nearly a sixth of the United Kingdom total. Although the total number of beef 
producers has hardly changed, at about 27,000, the 10 per cent with 15 or more 
cows now account for 40 per cent of all the beef cows. Even so, there are still 
under 1 per cent of holdings with 50 or more animals and only an 8 4 per cent 
share of the national total. 

Breeding Ewes 

57. (a) After increasing by about 9 per cent between 1960 and 1965, the 
breeding sheep population in England and Wales dropped back by more than 3 
per cent to 9^ million in 1968. Over the whole period the number of breeders 
declined by nearly 20 per cent, with the result that the average flock size increased 
from 100 to 131 breeding ewes. The trend towards larger sized units has been 
progressive but rather slow for the country as a whole. Thus, in 1968, there 
were 96 per cent of producers with 75 per cent of the breeding population, 
compared with 98 and 84 per cent respectively in 1960. Concentration at the 
very top of the range is now almost the same as for beef cows: 0-6/0 -7 per cent 
of producers with 8 per cent of all stock. 

(b) The recent downward trend in the numbers of breeding ewes has been 
more marked in Scotland, where ewes and gimmers declined by 7 per cent 
between 1965 and 1968 (December). Nevertheless, a 13 per cent fall in the num- 
ber of breeders since 1963 is reflected in a small annual increase in average flock 
size. In every year there has been around twice as many large units proportion- 
ately (500 ewes and over) in Scotland as in England and Wales. In 1968 the 7-5 
per cent of producers in this size group accounted for 47 per cent of all breeding 
ewes. 

Breeding Pigs 

58. (a) The pig breeding herd expanded by a third between 1960 and 1965 
and thereafter declined by around 5 per cent. Over the whole period of eight 
years, however, the number of breeders decreased by some 30,000* or more 
than a fliird, so that the average size of herd actually doubled to 14 sows and 
gilts. The steep decline in the number of producers was confined to the small 
units with fewer than 10 animals. The proportion with 10-49 sows and gilts 
nearly doubled, while the percentage of the larger commercial breeders with 50 
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and over quadrupled to 5-5 per cent and contributed nearly 40 per cent of the 
England and Wales total herd. Since the pig cycle had some influence on these 
broad structural changes, it is of interest to look at the changing pattern against 
the background of the national herd over the two 3-year periods 1960-63 and 
1965-68. 

1960-63. The total breeding herd rose by almost a quarter to 702,000 while 
the total number of producers, around 80,000, changed very little, declining by 
less than 3 per cent. Nevertheless, producers with fewer than 5 sows and gilts 
showed a decrease of about 15 per cent which was largely offset by important 
increases in the larger size groups : from 20 per cent in the 10-19 group to no less 
than 55 per cent in the 50-|- group. 

1965-68. From a peak of 756,000 in 1965, the total breeding herd fell in 
two years by 12 per cent, but by June 1968 numbers had been restored by nearly 
a half. These changes were accompanied by a persistent decline in the number of 
producers, by about 14, 10 and 8 per cent in successive years. The numbers of 
small breeders decreased more sharply than ever before, the 1-4 group by 37 
per cent, the 5-9 group by 32 per cent, and the 10-19 group by 25 per cent. For 
the first time the 20-49 group was also affected, losing 14 per cent between 1965 
and 1967 but regaining 6 per cent in the following year. During this 3-year 
period the largest commercial breeders made further advances: those with 50-99 
sows and gilts rose by nearly a third and the 100-f group went up by nearly a 
half; in fact, the number of breeding pigs held by the latter group increased by 
just over one half. 

(b) Although the Scottish national herd remained less than one tenth of the 
total for England and Wales, the average size of enterprise showed a similar 
increase, from 8 to 15 sows and gilts, between 1960 and 1968. A rise of nearly 
one third in the total number of pigs was accompanied by a fall of more than a 
quarter in the number of breeders, all of them in the 1-9 size group. The pro- 
portion of units with 50 or over more than doubled to just over 6 per cent, their 
share of total livestock also rising steadily from 25 to 41 per cent. 

(c) The breeding herd in Northern Ireland which represents one-eighth of 
the total United Kingdom herd has fluctuated in size around 100,000 in recent 
years, with a difference of less than 5 per cent between 1961 and 1968. At the 
same time the number of producers has been steadily falling, especially since 
1964. The total decrease, of nearly 30 per cent, has been confined to the smallest 
size group. Nevertheless, average herd size, at 6 sows and gilts, remains much 
smaller than in Great Britain. The small breeders with fewer than 10 animals 
remain dominant; representing almost 86 per cent of all producers they held 54 
per cent of the total breeding stock in 1968. Since the Medium-sized group 
contributed another 40 per cent, only 6 per cent of the national herd were left 
to the producers with 50 or more animals who numbered 77 (04 per cent) out 
of a total of nearly 18,400. 

Laying Fowls 

59. (a) Since the mid-sixties there has been no great change in England and 
Wales in the size of the laying flock producing eggs for eating, which has num- 
bered some 41-42 million birds. There has, however, been a dramatic fall in the 
number of producers: from more than 180,000 in 1964 to under 120,000 in 1968. 
Over the same period average flock size has increased by a half to about 360 
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birds. Although there still remain over 90 per cent of producers with fewer than 

1.000 fowls, the most striking feature is the great concentration of stock in very 
big enterprises : more than half the national total in the 1 -5 per cent of units with 

5.000 birds and over and more than a third in the top 0-6 per cent with 10, 0004- 
birds. It is estimated that in 1960 producers with 5,000-f fowls accounted for 
less than 5 per cent of the national flock. 

(b) The trend towards high concentration has been repeated in Scotland, 
though on a much smaller scale and accompanied by a marked decline in the 
national flock. About a third of the Scottish flock of approximately three and a 
half million was in 1968 located on 04 per cent of enterprises with 5,000-j- 
birds. The small units with fewer than 1,000 birds are, however, relatively much 
more important than in England and Wales, no doubt because mass distribution 
is generally more difficult outside the central lowlands. These small producers^ — 
representing 99 per cent of all units and nearly 90 per cent of the national flock 
in 1960— still numbered nearly 27,000 (98 per cent) in 1968 and accounted for 
44 per cent of the laying fowls. This is also partly due to the inclusion of 16,000 
insignificant holdings in the Scottish statistics, many of which have a small 
number of laying fowls. 

(c) After expanding by about a sixth between 1964 and 1968, the laying 
flock in Northern Ireland has reached a total of over 7 million birds, or just 
about twice the size of the Scottish flock. Over this period the number of pro- 
ducers with fewer than 1,000 birds fell by a third, which was more than sufficient 
to account for the total disappearance of some 15,000 units from this type of 
enterprise. In contrast, the number of units with 5,000-f- birds increased more 
than five-fold and raised their contribution from about 5 per cent to nearly 30 
per cent of the national flock. The medium size group, with between 1,000 and 

5,000 birds, more than doubled their share to almost 40 per cent of the total. 
This still left the smallest producers (95 per cent of all units) with a substantial 
share, as in Scotland, of the laying fowl population, in fact, approaching one 
third compared with about three-quarters in 1964. 

Broilers 

60. (a) Changes in the structure of this type of enterprise have been no less 
dramatic, if more erratic, than in that of egg production. Continued expansion 
in the sixties— the total number of birds nearly trebled between 1960 and 1968— 
has been achieved as the result of increasing specialisation and of concentration 
into extremely large industrialised units. During this period the total number of 
broiler holdings was nearly halved, to about 3,000, following a drastic shake-out 
m the middle years, but average flock size rose steadily from 2,260 to 11,420. 
The fact that in 1968 three-quarters of all units (compared with over nine-tenths 
in 1960) averaged fewer than 10,000 birds is a little misleading, since their share 
of total production had dropped from over one third to less than a tenth. The 
reverse situation is found at the top end of the scale where units of 100 , 0004 - 
birds increased their share from 11 to 37 per cent. Indeed, more than a half of 
the national flock are now raised by under 5 per cent of producers with 50 , 000 + 
birds per unit. 

(b) In Scotland, broilers are not distinguished from other table fowls in the 
statistics. It can be assumed, however, that true broilers are not kept in flocks 
of fewer than 500 birds so that consideration can be confined to flocks above 
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this size level. In 1968, 3^ million birds were distributed among 120 producers 
in flocks averaging 27,000 birds. The number of producers fell from 172 in 1961 
to 133 in 1963 and the average flock size rose by about 40 per cent. In the follow- 
ing five years the drop in the number of producers was much less marked, 
but the average flock size almost doubled. In 1968, 11 per cent of producers 
(those with 50,000 or more birds) accounted for 63 per cent of the national flock 
compared with 3 per cent of producers with 20 per cent in 1961. In the topmost 
category, units of 100,000 or more birds, 8 producers accounted for more than 
half of total production. 

(c) Although the distribution is not shown there is a considerable broiler 
industry in Northern Ireland with a national flock of If million. This has been 
increasing by about 200,000 birds per year, while the number of producers has 
remained fairly constant at just under 500. Many of these have very small units, 
while approximately 100 producers with over 5,000 birds each account for 95 
per cent of the national flock. 

Wheat 

61. (a) The total area sown to wheat in England and Wales increased by 
almost a sixth — from 2*0 to 2*3 million acres — between 1960 and 1968, but the 
figures for intervening years varied widely according to conditions, e.g. 1 *8 in 
1963 and over 2*4 in 1965. The number of growers fell by a third, from 78,000 
to 51,000, a difference almost wholly accounted for by producers with less than 
20 acres of wheat. Their contribution to the national acreage was more than 
halved to under 10 per cent. During the same eight-year period the proportion 
grown on farms with 100 acres and over nearly doubled to 47 per cent of the 
total. Holdings in this size group had represented only 4 per cent of all growers 
in 1960 but were up to almost 12 per cent by 1968. In that year just over 600 
wheat growers or 1 per cent of the total, with 300 or more acres per holding, 
planted nearly 300,000 acres or about an eighth of the national crop. The corres- 
ponding figures for 1960 were approximately 220 wheat growers (0-3 per cent) 
with 96,000 acres, which represented less than a twentieth of the national crop. 
The net effect of these various structural changes has been to raise the average 
acreage under wheat from 26 to 46. 

(b) Comparative yearly statistics are not available for Scotland, where the 
area sown to wheat is only about a twenty-fifth of that for England and Wales. 
In 1968 there were nearly 3,000 growers, averaging 31 acres per holding. The 
proportion with less than 20 acres (48 per cent) was only slightly larger than 
south of the border, but their share of the Scottish acreage was significantly 
higher at about 16 per cent. As might be expected, the percentage of wheat 
growers with 100 or more acres (4 per cent) was much lower than in England, 
and the corresponding share of the national acreage was roughly proportionate 
at nearly 19 per cent. 

Barley 

62. (a) The barley acreage in England and Wales rose very steeply between 
1960 and 1966, by nearly three quarters to 5-3 million acres, and has since re- 
mained around the 5*1 million level. Expansion over these years was steady if 
irregular, ranging between a 3 per cent rise in 1962 (a good year for wheat) and 
an 18 per cent advance in 1963 (a low wheat year). Although the total number of 

39 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Farms 



I fern 




% 



Total sheep and lambs -Wales 



1-99 100-399 400 + 

1963 



100-399 400 + 

1966 



1-99 100-399 400 + 

1968 




Barley -England and Wales 




V4-19V4 20-99^4 100+ 

1960 



V4-193/4 20-99^4 100+ 

1963 



VA~}m 20-99% 100+ 

I 1965 



V4-19V4 20-99V4 100+ 

1968 



40 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





growers had increased by 16,000 by the peak year of 1966, the number has since 
fallen back from 107,000 to 92,000, chiefly as the result of a sharp drop in 
growers with less than 20 acres. These small units still amount to more than 40 
per cent of all producers, though their share of the national acreage is no more 
than 7 per cent, compared with 14 per cent in 1960. At the other extreme, the 
biggest growers with 300 or more acres of barley have trebled proportionately, 
from 0-7 to 2-2 per cent of all growers, and nearly doubled their share of the 
total acreage, from 9 -4 to 18 T per cent. The next largest size of enterprise, with 
100-2991 acres, while doubling their numerical importance to 13-6 per cent 
increased their share of the aggregate acreage by a quarter to almost 40 per 
cent. Thus, farms above the 100 acre line now account for nearly 60 per cent of the 
total area sown to barley. This degree of concentration is reflected in the overall 
average size of 55 acres per holding, compared with 44 and 34 acres respectively 
in 1965 and 1960. 

(b) The barley acreage has risen even more steeply north of the border, more 
than doubling to 559,000 acres between 1960 and 1965 and reaching 711,000 
acres by 1968. In both countries the decline in the area sown to oats, which 
began after the war, was accentuated in the late 1950’s and continued during 
the present decade, A comparison by size of enterprise cannot be made prior 
to 1965, when there were just over 14,000 barley growers in Scotland averaging 
40 acres per holding. Three years later the number had fallen by about only 200, 
but the average size had gone up to 51 acres, little short of the average for 
England and Wales. Over this period, the proportion of large growers with 100 
or more acres had risen from 10-5 to 15-2 and increased their share of the national 
total from 43 to 52 per cent. Yet there were still over 40 per cent of growers with 
less than 20 acres of barley per holding, whose contribution amounted to under 
8 per cent of the Scottish crop. 

(c) The comparatively small acreage of barley in Northern Ireland nearly 
trebled, to 169,000 acres, between 1960 and 1966, afterwards declining to 142,000 
acres by 1968. The number of growers also declined in the later years, from 134 
to 10 -2 thousand, without significantly affecting the average acreage per holding. 
At 13-14 acres this was about a quarter of the average for Great Britain. The 
proportion of large growers was correspondingly small; those with 50 acres and 
over amounted to just under 5 per cent of all barley growers but they contributed 
nearly a third of the national acreage, rather more than in 1966, 



Potatoes 

63. (a) Nearly half a million acres of main crop potatoes were planted in 
England and Wales in 1960. The acreage has since fluctuated between 400,000 and 
460,000, with an average of 445,000 acres. The total number of growers has, 
however, been nearly halved in that time, from about 92,000 to 52,000 by 1968. 
The average acreage per holding has consequently risen by almost two-thirds, 
from 5-3 to 8-7. The largest growers, with 100 acres and over, now number 
some 350 (0-7 per cent of all growers) with an aggregate crop covering some 
55,000 acres (12 2 per cent of the national total). These absolute figures are just 
about double those of I960, namely, 170 growers (0-2 per cent) with 26*6 
thousand acres (54 per cent). The medium size growers, with 10-49f acres, 
have retained a predominant position throughout the 1960’s in so far as they 
have continued to account for approximately one half of the national acreage. 
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The intermediate group, with 50-99| acres, has secured only a modest increase 
in its share, from 13-3 to 17-5 per cent. The disappearance altogether of some 
40,000 producers can be explained by the diminished importance of the small 
growers with under 10 acres. They still account for three-quarters of the greatly 
reduced total number, but their share has dropped from almost a third to one 
fifth. 

(b) The total potato acreage in Scotland (earlies and main crop) is now rather 
less than a quarter of the corresponding total for England and Wales. After 
fluctuating around 140,000-150,000 acres between 1960 and 1965 it had fallen 
to 118,000 by 1968. The number of growers fell by nearly 30 per cent over the 
four years to 1968, from about 32,000 to 23,000, but the practice of continuing 
to grow a small quantity for use in the farmhouse or by workers persists so that 
the average acreage grown remained close to 5 acres. All size groups contributed 
to the fall in number and structural changes were of a minor character, though 
some 400 larger holdings, with 50 or more acres, increased their share of the 
reduced total acreage from about 18 to 21 per cent. 

(c) During the sixties the total area sown to potatoes in Northern Ireland 
has been roughly half the Scottish acreage. A decline from 72,000 to 48,000 
acres between 1964 and 1968 was accompanied by a proportionate fall, one third, 
in the number of growers (from 27,000 to 18,000). Average acreage per holding, 
at 2 -7/2 -6, has therefore remained about the same. Apart from the 9,000 drop 
in the number of producers, virtually confined to the under 10 acre size group, 
the overall pattern shows only a gradual trend towards concentration. This 
size ^oup still includes 95 per cent of all growers, 1 per cent less than in 1964, 
and it accounts for almost two-thirds of the national acreage compared with 
three-quarters in that year. Meanwhile, the medium size group with 10-49| 
acres has increased its share of a diminished acreage from about 24 to 31 per 
cent. 



Store and Fattening Cattle and Pigs 

64. The data presented in the discussion of trends in concentration are 
limited to enterprises for which a series can be shown for the period from 1960. 
This discussion did not include store and fattening cattle and fattening pigs. 
Some information on these enterprises is, however, available for 1968. It is 
shown for England and Wales and for Wales separately, in Appendix II, 
Table G, and for Northern Ireland in Appendix IV, Table G. The following 
paragraphs indicate the differences in concentration in 1968 between dairy cows, 
beef cows and store and fattening cattle and between breeding sows and store 
and fattening pigs. 

65. It is apparent in England and Wales as a whole that beef cows are much 
less concentrated on holdings with large herds than are dairy cows; only 25 per 
cent of beef cows being in herds of 50 or more while over 20 per cent are in herds 
of less than 10. The corresponding figures for dairy cows are 40 per cent and 
3 per cent. Beef cows in Wales are even less concentrated, 12 per cent are in 
herds of more than 50 cows and 23 per cent in herds of less than 10. In Northern 
Ireland, although both dairy and beef enterprises are less concentrated than in 
Wales, the situation is similar in that the dairy herd is relatively more concen- 
trated than the beef. Twenty-two per cent of dairy cows are in herds of under 
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10 cows, and 10 per cent are in herds of 50 and over; the respective figures for 
the beef herd are 43 per cent and 8 per cent. 

66. Store and fattening cattle in England and Wales appear to be in larger 
herds than beef cows, though less concentrated than dairy cows. Over 35 per cent 
of the store and fattening cattle are in herds of over 50 while 14 per cent are in 
the less than 10 size group. In Wales alone, however, while 19 per cent of the 
store and fattening cattle are in herds of 50 or more, some 26 per cent are in 
herds of less than 10. In Northern Ireland, the percentage of store and fattening 
cattle (see footnote on Table G, Appendix IV) in herds of under 10 is intermediate 
between that of dairy and beef herds — 30 per cent compared with 22 and 43 per 
cent respectively — but the proportion in herds of 50 and over, at 24 per cent, 
is much higher than for either dairy or beef cattle. 

67. Among pig enterprises in England and Wales a similar contrast between 
the concentration of breeding and fattening animals is evident. Some 54 per cent 
of breeding pigs are in herds of 30 sows and over while 17 per cent are in herds 
of under 10 sows. As one would expect, fattening herd sizes tend to be larger 
than the breeding herds which produce them. However, the concentration is very 
marked, under 18 per cent of the herds having 75 per cent of the fattening pigs, 
whereas only 8 per cent of pigs are in herds of less than 10 pigs. A similar situa- 
tion exists in Northern Ireland where, in contrast to pig breeding which is very 
much an enterprise of small units, pig fattening is a highly concentrated one 
which has shown the highest increase in concentration of any enterprise except 
poultry. The average size of fattening unit on farms fattening only (see footnote 
to Table G, Appendix IV) rose from 45 fattening pigs in 1961 to 85 in 1968. By 
comparison with breeding pigs, 54 per cent of which were in herds of under 10 
sows and only 6 per cent in herds of 50 sows and over, only 1 per cent of fattening 
pigs in 1968 were in units of under 10 and about 90 per cent were in units of 
over 50 pigs. 



Table lU Concentration of Enterprises 

Average Annual Increases in Size of Enterprise, 
1960-68 {per cent per annum) 



Enterprise 


England and Wales 


Scotland (a) 


Nort 


hern Ireland 


1960-63 


1965-68 


1960-68 


1960-63 


1965-68 


1960-68 


1964-66 


1966-68 


1964-68 


Dairy cows 


5-0 


6-3 


5-2 


4-5 


7-0 


6 0 


9-1 


5-3 


7-2 


Beef cows 


3-0 


6-1 


3-8 


4'3 


5-8 


4-7 


IM 


3-6 


7 >3 


Breeding owes . 


2-1 


4‘6 


3-4 


n.a. 


0-9 


n.a. 


n.a. 


2*2 

(a\ 


n.a. 


Breeding pigs . 


8'3 


lO'l 


9'0 


5-7 


9-6 


7-6 


•-1*2 




3-5 

(fl 


Laying fowls (b) 


9'8 


12-3 


ll-O 


1-9 


l'2 


1-6 


9'5 


18-9 


14-1 


Broilers (o) (d) . . 


36-5 


7'3 


22-4 


14-8 


13-1 


15-7 


n.a. 


n.a. 


n.a. 


Wheat 


3-8 


7>3 


7-5 


n.a. 


n.a. 


n.a. 


n.a. 


n.a. 


n«a« 


Barley 


5-2 


8-0 


6'4 


n.a. 


8-9 


n.a. 


n.a. 


5-0 


n.a. 


Potatoes (e) 


3-1 


81 


6'4 


n.a. 


1-3 


n.a. 


-4-1 


3*6 


-0'3 



(a) The Scottish figures relate to December in the years prior to 1968, so do those for breeding ewes and broilers 
(and other table biros) in 1968. 

S in 1960 and 1963 fowls six months old and over. 

In Scotland, other table birds are included, so that the figures are not directly comparable with those for 
Bnglsind iind Walos. 

(d) In Scotland the periods covered date from 1961, not 1960, and the average increase was 20-6 per cent per 
annum for 1963-65. 

(e) In Scotland, the period covered is 1964-68; in England and Wales main crop potatoes. 

(f) The average increase was 2-9 per cent per annum for 1961-66 and 4-4 per cent for 1961-68. 

(g) Increase per annum between December 1966 and December 1968. 
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IV. Tenure 



68. As part of the requirements for the F.A.O’s decennial World Census of 
Agriculture, questions relating to the acreage of agricultural land rented or 
owned by the occupier in England and Wales were asked in 1950 and 1960. In 
England and Wales this information was not collected again until 1969, but in 
Scotland it has been collected in every year since 1960, and indeed for many years 
before. The acreage referred to in the tables below is “total acreage” as defined 
by the F.A.O., that is the acreage of crops, grass, rough grazing (but not com- 
mon rough grazing), woodlands and other land on the holding. In 1960 this 
definition included all woodlands which were part of agricultural holdings but in 
1969 it was narrowed to exclude commercial and amenity woodlands, and also 
private gardens and waste land. The tenure questions were not related to total 
acreage until 1961 in Scotland. The figures for England and Wales are raised 
estimates for both 1960 and 1969. The earlier figures are based on returns from 
some 83 per cent of holdings which answered the tenure questions on the special 
World Census questionnaire, but in the June 1969 Census rather less than half 
the holdings answered them. As the replying holdings were clearly not a repre- 
sentative sample, the same questions were asked again in the September Census, 
of all the occupiers in that Census who had not answered t)iem in June. About 
70 per cent of this sample answered the questions, and the results were raised 
by assuming that the remaining non-respondents resembled those holdings which 
had replied in September, rather than those which had replied in June. 

69. The results for England and Wales, in 1960 and 1969, are shown below. 



Acreages and Numbers of Holdings Rented or Owned in 
England and Wales, 1960 and 1969 





Acreage 

Rented 

’000 


Acreage 

Owner- 

Occupied 

’000 


Percentage 

of 

Acreage 

Rented 


Holdings 
Rented or 
Mainly 
Rented 


Holdings 
Owned or 
Mainly 
Owned 


Percentage 
of Holdings 
Rented or 
Mainly Rented 


1960 


14,500 


14,032 


50-9 


144,310 


188,870 


43-3 


I960 (a) 


14,443 


13,929 


50-9 


132,750 


166,430 


44-4 


1969 (b) 


12,716 


14,686 


46-4 


96,420 


149,790 


39-2 



(a) Some 34,000 holdings with under 10 acres of crops and grass and a negligible agricultural 
output were included in the 1960 figures, but not in the 1969 figures. This line estimates the 
position in 1960, had these holdings also been excluded in that year. 

(b) The figures of acreages owned and rented suggest a fall of 1 million acres of agricultural 
land between 1960 and 1969. This is partly accounted for by the transfer of some | million 
acres of crops, grass and rough grazing to other uses, but the remainder is mainly due to a more 
restricted definition of “total acreage” as referred to in paragraph 68. 

In comparison with the adjusted figures for 1960, the 1969 figures show that the 
rented acreage has fallen by one and three-quarter million, while the owned 
acreage has risen by three-quarters of a million, so that the percentage of acreage 
rented has fallen by four and a half points in the nine years. This compares with 
a fall of eleven percentage points in the ten years from 1950 to 1960. At the same 
time, the percentage of holdings rented or mainly rented has fallen by just over 
five points. In 1960, the average size of an owned (or mainly owned) holding 
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was about 85 acres, roughly four-fifths of the size of the average rented (or 
mainly rented) holding, which was about 107 acres. By 1969 the average size 
of both had increased: the owner-occupier holdings by 18 per cent to 100 acres 
and the rented holdings by 22 per cent to 130 acres. 

70. The results for Scotland, in 1961 and 1969, are shown below. 



Acreages and Numbers of Holdings Rented or Owned in 
Scotland, 1961 and 1969 





Acreage 

Rented 

’000 


Acreage 

Owner- 


Percentage 

of 


Holdings 
Rented or 


Holdings 
Owned or 


Percentage 
of Holdings 




occupied 

’000 


Acreage 

Rented 


Mainly 
Rented (a) 


Mainly 

Owned 


Rented or 
Mainly Rented (a) 


1961 


6,567 


9,130 


41*8 


37,579 


24,170 


60*9 


1969 


6,386 


9,010 


41*5 


31,808 


23,340 


57*7 



(a) Includes about 16,000 crofts in 1961 and 15,000 in 1969. 



Both the rented and owner-occupied acreages have fallen, by about 180,000 and 
120,000 acres respectively. The percentage of acreage rented has hardly altered, 
although it fell as low as 40*7 in 1964. However, the percentage of holdings 
rented (or mainly rented) has declined steadily over the eight years, falling by 
over three points in all. In contrast to the situation in England and Wales, the 
average size of owner-occupied holdings was greater than that of rented holdings 
both in 1961, when the averages were about 380 acres and 175 acres, and in 1969, 
when the averages had risen to about 390 acres and 200 acres respectively. The 
increase was much more marked for rented than for owned holdings. 

71. Asa result of the Irish Land Acts which eventually transferred ownership 
of all tenanted land from the land owners to the tenants, almost 100 per cent of 
farms in Northern Ireland are owner-occupied. However, flexibility in the acre- 
age size of farms is achieved by “conacre”, that is, land taken or let on an 
annual basis. The aggregate amount of conacre land has not varied greatly 
between the years. In 1969 about 327,000 acres (16 per cent of the crops and 
grass acreage) were let in conacre, compared with 300,000 acres (15 per cent) in 
1961. 
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APPENDIX I 



Size Distribution of Holdings in the United Kingdom 

Table A 

Distribution of Holdings and Standard Man-days among Size Groups 
(i) England and Wales: 1963, 1965 and 1968 (a)(b) 



Size 

Group 

(Smds) 


1963 




1965 


1968 

(1967 smd values) 


1968 

(1968 revised smd 
values) 


Hold 


ings 


Smds 

(c) 


Holdings 


Smds 


Holdings 


Smds 


Holdings 


Smds 


1,200+ . 
600-1,199 . 

275- 599 . 

Under 275 

Total 

Average Size . 


’000 

31-6 

54-7 

74-0 

157-4 


per 

cent 

10 

17 

23 

50 


per 

cent 

46 

27 

19 

8 


’000 

34-0 

54-2 

68-0 

150-1 


per 

cent 

11 

18 

22 

49 


per 

cent 

49 

27 

17 

7 


’000 

35-3 

51-4 

58-2 

143-5 


per 

cent 

12 

18 

20 

50 


per 

cent 

54 

25 

15 

6 


’000 

28-4 

46-7 

62-3 

116-9 


per 

cent 

11 

18 

25 

46 


per 

cent 

49 

26 

18 

7 


317-7 


100 


100 


306-3 


100 


100 


288-4 


100 


100 


254-3 


100 


100 


535 smds (c) 


5iS9 smds 


5i>5 smds 




588 smds 



(«) Scotland: 1962, 1965 and 1968 (d) 



Size 

Group 

(Smds) 


1962 


1965 

(revised smd values) 


1968 

(further revised snid 
values) 


Moldings 


Smds 


Holdings 


Smds 


Hoi 


lings 


Smds 


1,200+ . 
600-1,199 
250- 599 
Under 250 

Total 

Average Size 


'000 

9-4 

9-5 

9-2 

32-8 


per cent 

15 

16 
15 
54 


per cent 
59 
24 
11 
6 


’000 

7- 1 

8- 8 
9-3 

31-6 


per cent 
12 
16 
16 
56 


per cent 
43 
37 
14 
6 


’000 

5-5 

7-8 

9-3 

32-9 


per cent 
10 
14 
17 
59 


per cent 
49 
28 
16 
7 


61-0 


100 


too 


56-8 


100 


100 


55-5 


100 


100 


567 smds 




486 smds 






431 smds 
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(Hi) Northern Ireland: 1961, 1965 and 1968 (e) 



Siae 

Group 

(Smds) 


1961 


1965 


1968 

(1967 smd values) 


1968 

(1968 smd values) 


Hold 


ngs 


Smds 


Holdings 


Smds 


Holdings 


Smds 


Holdings 


Smds 






per 


per 




per 


per 




per 


per 




per 


per 




’000 


cent 


cent 


■000 


cent 


cent 


’000 


cent 


cent 


’000 


cent 


cent 


1,200+ . 


0-3 


1 


4 


0'8 


2 


10 


M 


3 


17 


0-7 


2 


12 


600-1,199 . 


3'5 


7 


20 


3-9 


9 


25 


3-8 


10 


24 


30 


8 


22 


200- 599 . 


23-2 


46 


57 


190 


44 


49 


16-1 


41 


44 


15-4 


41 


48 


Under 200 


23-0 


46 


19 


19-2 


45 


16 


18-0 


46 


15 


18-5 


49 


18 


Total 


49-9 


100 


100 


42-9 


100 


100 


39-0 


100 


100 


37-6 


100 


100 


Average Size . 


270 smds 


311 smds 


323 smds 




288 smds 





(a) A few smd values (mainly for poultry items) were revised in 1966, the effect being to increase the number of 
holdings below 275 smds by some 5,000. Major revisions were not made until 1968 for which year size distributions 
are shown both at 1967 and 1968 smd values, the latter for future comparisons. 

(b) Statistically insignifloant holdings, i.e. those with virtually no crops or livestock, are excluded throughout. 
Some further 34,000 holdings (with less than 10 acres of crops and grass) were excluded from the June 1968 census 
on the grounds that their contribution to agricultural output was negligible. These holdings have, however, been 
added back to the figures for 1968 (at 1967 smd values) for comparison with the earlier years. 

(c) Estimated. 

(d) Smd factors were subject to major revisions in both 1965 and 1968. The Scottish figures consequently reflect 
the general tendency for average labour requirements per holding to fall, and direct inter-country comparisons are 
not possible for these years. At pre-1965 smd values, the Scottish average size of holding in 1968 would have been 
rather more than 600 smds, i.e. somewhat greater than the average size for England and Wales and nearly twice that 
for Northern Ireland. The total decrease of 4-2 thousand holdings between 1962 and 1965 includes a statistical 
reduction of about 2-5 thousand for "paper amalgamations”. 

(e) Smd factors were revised in 1965 and these same factors have been applied to the analyses for 1961 and 1968. 
A revision of smd factors was also made in 1968 for which year size distributions are also shown at the revised 
values for future comparisons. The 1961 figures are based on sample estimates. Statistically insignificant holdings 
of less than 50 smds of labour requirement have been excluded throughout. 



Table B 

Distribution of Holdings and Crops and Grass Acreage 
among Size Groups (a) 



(/) England and Wales 1960, 1963, 1965 and 1968 (b) 



Size 

Group 

(acres) 


1960 


1963 


1965 


1968 


Holt 


ings 


Acreage 


Hoi 


lings 


Acreage 


Hoi 


lings 


Acreage 


Hol( 


lings 


Acreage 






per 


per 




per 


per 




per 


per 




per 


per 




’000 


cent 


cent 


•000 


cent 


cent 


’000 


cent 


cent 


’000 


cent 


cent 


300 + 


13'8 


4-2 


28-2 


14-7 


4-7 


30-7 


15-3 


5-1 


32-6 


16-4 


5-8 


35-9 


100-2991 . 


62'6 


19-0 


42-7 


60-6 


19-3 


41 -6 


59-3 


19-6 


40-8 


57-0 


20-1 


39-5 


50- 99| . 


57-6 


17-5 


16-9 


55-4 


17-7 


16-3 


53-1 


17-6 


15-6 


49-2 


17-3 


14-6 


20- 491 . 


61-3 


18-7 


8-4 


57-2 


18-2 


7-8 


54-2 


18-0 


7-5 


49-3 


17-3 


6-8 


Under 20 . 


133'4 


40-6 


3-8 


126-0 


40-1 


3-6 


119-8 


39-7 


3-5 


112-3 


39-5 


3-2 


Total 


328 '8 


100-0 


1000 


313-9 


100-0 


100-0 


301-8 


100-0 


100-0 


284-2 


100-0 


100-0 


Average Size 




74 acr< 


5S 




78 acr< 






81 acri 


9$ 


85 acn 


5S 



{ii) Scotland: 1960, 1963, 1965 and 1968 



Size 

Group 

(acres) 


1960 


1963 


1965 




1968 




Hold 


ings 


Acreage 


Hold 


ings 


Acreage 


Hold 


ings 


Acreage 


Hol< 


lings 


Acrea ge 


300+ . 

100-2991 
50- 99f 
20— 491 
Under 20 

Total . 

Average 

Size 


’000 

2-7 

11-6 

8-6 

j-38-5 


per 

cent 

4-4 

18-9 

14-0 

}“-7 


per 

cent 

28-0 

45-9 

14-7 

}.1.4 


’000 

2-8 

11-7 

8-2 

7-7 

28-0 


per 

cent 

4-8 

20-1 

14-0 

13-2 

47-9 


per 

cent 

29-7 

46-2 

13-8 

5-9 

4-4 


’000 

3-0 

11-5 

7-8 

7-0 

25-7 


per 

cent 

5-5 

20-8 

14-1 

12-8 

46-8 


per 

cent 

32-1 

45-4 

13-1 

5-4 

4-0 


’000 

3-1 

11-3 

7-3 

6-7 

25-1 


per 

cent 

5-7 

21-1 

13-7 

12-6 

46-9 


per 

cent 

33-5 

44-9 

12-4 

5-2 

4-0 


61-3 


100-0 


100-0 


58-5 


100-0 


100-0 


55-0 


100-0 


100-0 


53-5 


100-0 


100-0 




71 acre! 






74 acre 


( 




78 acres 


80 acr 


es 



47 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



(in) Northern Ireland: 1961, 1964, 1965 and 1968 (c) 



Size 

Group 

(acres) 


1961 


1 1964 


1965 




1968 




Holdit 


igs (d) 


Acreage 


Hole 


lings 


Acreage 


Hoi 


dings 


Acreage 


Hole 


lings 


Acreage 


100 + . 
50- 99f 
20- 491 
Under 20 


’000 

1-6 

7-8 

j.40'0 


per 

cent 

3 

16 

}81 


per 

cent 

n.a. 


’000 

2-6 

9.9 

19 3 
109 


per 

cent 

6 

23 

45 

26 


per 

cent 

n.a. 


’000 
3 0 
9-0 
19-2 
11-0 


per 

cent 

7 

21 

46 

26 


per 

cent 

n.a. 


’000 

3-2 

100 

17-3 

7>9 


per 

cent 

8 

26 

45 

21 


per 

cent 

27 

37 

31 

5 


Total . 


49 4 


100 




42-7 


100 




42-2 


100 




384 


100 


100 


Average 

Size 


a 


7 acres ( 


d) 




44 acn 


ss 




44 acr 


5S 




48 acre 


ss 



(a) Holdings consisting solely of rough grazbg have been excluded from these analyses. 

(b) Statistically insignificant holding, i.o. those with virtually no crops or livestock on them, are excluded through- 
out. Some ftirther 34,000 holdings (with less than 10 acres of crops and grass and a negligible output), wWch were 
excluded from the June 1968 census, have been added back to the 1968 figures for comparison with the earlier years. 

(c) Statistically insignificant holdings of less than 50 smds of labour requirement have been excluded throughout. 

(d) Estimated, 
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APPENDIX II 



Some Structural Statistics for England and Wales 

Table A 

Size Distribution of the Main Types of Farming, June 1965 and 1968 



(/) Holdings 





Size of Business (smds) 








Type of 
Fanning 


275-599 


600-1,199 


1,200 or more 


Total 


Number of Holdings 


1965 


1968 


1965 


1968 


1965 


1968 




1965 


1968 


Dairy . 

Livestock 

Pigs and Poultry . 
Cropping 
Horticulture . 
Mixed . 


4r 

53 

47 

34 

35 
34 


cent) 

43 

51 

42 

33 

32 

29 


35 

27 

32 

30 

39 


cent) 

39 

36 

30 

31 
29 
39 


12 

26 

34 

35 
27 


cent) 

18 

13 

28 

36 

39 

32 


100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 


60,800 

24,700 

9,600 

26,600 

15,000 

19,500 


59,200 

23,800 

9,100 

25,600 

15,300 

11,900 


Total 


43 


40 


35 


36 


22 


24 


100 


156,200 


144,900 



(«) Total Standard Man-days 





Size of Business (smds) 




Typo of 
Farming 


275 


-599 


600-1,199 


1,200 or more 


Total 


1965 


1968 


1965 


1968 


1965 


1968 


Dairy . 

Livestock 

Pigs and Poultry 

Cropping 

Horticulture . 

Mixed 


31 

16 

11 

9 

13 


cent) 

22 

28 

13 

10 

7 

10 


40 

20 

21 

15 

30 


cent) 

38 

40 

19 

19 

13 

25 


29 

64 

68 

76 

57 


cent) 

40 

32 

68 

71 

80 

65 


100 

too 

lOQ 

100 

100 

TOO 



Table B 

Type of Farming Distribution of the Three Size Groups, 
June 1965 and 1968 



Holdings 



Type of 
Farming 


S 


Ize of Business (smdsi 






275- 


599 


600- 


1,199 


1,200 0 


r more 


Tol 


al 


1965 


1968 


1965 


1968 


1965 


1968 


1965 


1968 


Dairy 
Livestock . 

Pigs and Poultry . 

Cropping . 
Horticulture 
Mixed 


' 3r 

19 

7 
13 

8 

10 


cent) 

44 

21 

7 
14 

8 
6 


(per 

41 

16 

5 

16 

8 

14 


cent) 

45 

17 

5 

16 

8 

9 


r 

9 

7 

26 

15 

16 


cent) 

30 

9 

7 

26 

17 

11 


39 

16 

6 

17 

10 

12 


cent) 

41 

16 

6 

18 

11 

8 


Total . 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


Number of Holdings . 


68,000 


58,200 


54,200 


51,400 


34,000 


35,300 


156,200 


144,900 



49 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Table C 



Percentage Distribution of the Main Enterprises, Standard Man-days, 
and Workers among Types of Farming, June 1965 and 1968 



Type of 
Farming 


Enterprise 


Total 

Smds 


Regular 

Full-time 

Male 

Workers 


Dairy 

Cows 


Beef 

Cows 


Breeding 

Sheep 


Breeding 

Pigs 


Laying 

Fowls 


Wheat 


Barley 


Potatoes(a) 


Dairy . . 1965 


75 


5 


13 


19 


15 


14 


17 


7 


28 


26 


1968 


81 


6 


13 


17 


13 


13 


17 


7 


29 


26 


Livestock . 1965 


2 


55 


55 


5 


3 


6 


7 


2 


10 


9 


1968 


2 


61 


59 


4 


2 


6 


8 


2 


11 


9 


Pigs and Poultry 1965 


1 


1 


1 


19 


54 


2 


3 


1 


7 


5 


1968 


1 


1 


1 


28 


62 


2 


3 


1 


7 


6 


Cropping . 1 965 


3 


13 


8 


18 


4 


55 


48 


66 


21 


28 


1968 


2 


11 


8 


17 


4 


59 


51 


68 


21 


28 


Horticulture . 1965 




1 


1 


4 


2 


4 


2 


9 


15 


13 


1968 




1 


1 


4 


2 


5 


3 


10 


17 


15 


Mixed . .1965 


13 


13 


14 


19 


12 


16 


18 


11 


12 


15 


1968 


9 


8 


10 


16 


8 


12 


13 


9 


9 


11 


Total 275 or . 1965 


94 


88 


92 


84 


90 


97 


95 


96 


93 


96 


more smds . 1968 


95 


88 


92 


86 


91 


97 


95 


97 


94 


95 


Under 275 smds 1965 


6 


12 


8 


16 


10 


3 


5 


4 


7 


4 


1968 


5 


12 


8 


14 


9 


3 


5 


3 


6 


5 


All Holdings . 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 



less than 1 per cent. 



(a) Main crop and second enrlies only. 



Table D 

Percentage of Holdings having each Enterprise and Workers, 

June 1965 and 1968 



Type of Farming 








Ent 


erprise 








Regular 

Full-time 

Male 

Workers 


Dairy 

Cows 


Beef 

Cows 


Breeding 

Ewes 


Breeding 

Pigs 


Laying 

Fowls 


Wheat 


Barley 


Potatoes(a) 


Dairy 


1965 


100 


11 


33 


33 


66 


21 


46 


22 


62 




1968 


99 


12 


30 


25 


57 


16 


42 


18 


56 


Livestock . 


1965 


27 


76 


90 


23 


63 


20 


44 


24 


58 




1968 


23 


76 


88 


18 


56 


17 


43 


20 


52 


Pigs and Poultry 


1965 


20 


10 


15 


43 


80 


19 


34 


10 


55 




1968 


11 


10 


11 


45 


59 


15 


35 


9 


56 


Cropping 


1965 


16 


24 


24 


30 


46 


84 


94 


59 


82 




1968 


12 


21 


22 


23 


40 


80 


93 


57 


76 


Horticulture 


1965 


4 


5 


6 


12 


24 


21 


24 


33 


59 




1968 


3 


4 


4 


9 


19 


20 


24 


34 


56 


Mixed 


1965 


76 


40 


62 


49 


75 


52 


83 


45 


77 




1968 


72 


41 


59 


45 


64 


49 


85 


43 


74 


Total 275 or 


1965 


57 


26 


40 


31 


61 


35 


55 


32 


66 


more smds 


1968 


53 


25 


36 


25 


50 


31 


52 


28 


60 


Under 275 smds 


1965 


17 


14 


15 


16 


41 


7 


15 


9 


7 




1968 


18 


17 


16 


15 


37 


6 


15 


10 


7 


All Holdings . 


1965 


38 


20 


28 


24 


51 


22 


36 


21 


38 




1968 


38 


22 


28 


20 


45 


20 


36 


20 


38 



(a) Main crop and second earlies only. 
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Table E 



Average Size of Enterprise, Standard Man-days 
and Number of Workers per Holding, June 1965 and 1968 (a) 













Ente 


rprise 










Aver- 


Regular 

Full- 

time 

Male 

Workers 


lypc ui 


Dairy 

Herd 


Beef 

Cow 

Herd 


Breed- 

ing 

Ewe 

Flock 


Breed- 

ing 

Pig 

Herd 


Laying 

Flock 


Wheat 

Acreage 


Barley 

Acreage 


Potato 

Acreage 

(b) 


Crops 

and 

Grass 

Acreage 


Smds 

per 

Hold- 

ing 


Dairy. 


1965 


(no.) 

31 


(no.) 

4 


(no.) 

60 


(no.) 

7 


(no.) 

140 


(acres) 

25 


(acres) 

26 


(acr es) 
2 


(acres) 

107 


(no.) 

788 


(no.) 

2 


1968 


37 


5 


68 


8 


158 


33 


36 


3 


119 


853 


2 


Livestock . 


1965 


9 


16 


226 


6 


68 


28 


30 


1 


152 


730 


2 


1968 


11 


20 


262 


7 


63 


33 


37 


2 


164 


759 


2 


Pigs and 


1965 


17 


5 


64 


34 


2,770 


28 


37 


3 


45 


1,184 

1,306 


2 


Poultry 


1968 


20 


6 


71 


50 


4,776 


35 


53 


8 


54 


3 


Cropping . 


1965 


17 


11 


124 


16 


131 


38 


86 


18 


233 


1,348 


4 


1968 


23 


13 


133 


20 


177 


68 


109 


21 


269 


1,410 


3 


Horticulture 


1965 


12 


8 


102 


15 


168 


27 


27 


8 


47 


1,730 


4 


1968 


19 


10 


120 


20 


293 


36 


34 


9 


55 


1,901 


4 


Mixed 


1965 


22 


9 


107 


15 


318 


36 


50 


5 


179 


1,119 


3 


1968 


28 


10 


129 


21 


443 


47 


68 


8 


218 


1,294 


3 


Total 275 or 


1965 


27 


11 


135 


12 


368 


41 


49 


8 


135 


1,018 


3 


more smds 1968 


33 


14 


161 


17 


516 


31 


64 


11 


150 


1,111 


3 


Under 


1965 


6 


3 


35 


5 


72 


8 


11 


1 


17 


82 


1 


275 smds. 


1968 


6 


4 


41 


6 


91 


9 


14 


1 


22 


(c)94 


1 


All Holdings 


1965 


23 


9 


111 


10 


258 


36 


42 


7 


80 


559 


2 


1968 


28 


11 


131 


14 


364 


46 


55 


9 


95 


(C) 674 


3 



(a) The average figures in this table relate to holdings returning the item In question (including the number of 
workers) i.e. excluding “Nil” holdtags. 

(b) Main crop and second earlies only. . wv . ji- 

(o) If some 34,000 holdings with negligible output are added back, as m Appendix I, Table AW. the avwage for 

holdings under 275 smds reduces to about 74 per holding and that for All Holdings to 593 smds (at 1967 
smd values), as shown in that table. 
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Table F 



Concen tration of Enterprises 

Percentage Distribution of {A) Producers and (B) Livestock Numbers 
or Crop Acreages by Size of Enterprise (at June) 



Size of 
Enterprise 


1 


960 


1 


963 


1 


965 


1968 


A 


B 


A 


B 


A 


B 


y\. 


B 




per 


per 


per 


per 


per 


per 


per 


per 




cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


Dairy Cows 


















1-19 . 


65-5 


32-2 


58-0 


25-8 


54-2 


22-3 


45-3 


15-6 


20-49 . 


29-1 


46-7 


34-2 


48-2 


36-3 


47-8 


40-3 


44-7 


50-99 . 


4-9 


17-2 


6-9 


20-8 


8-3 


23-0 


12-4 


29-2 


100 and over . 


0-5 


3-9 


0-9 


5-2 


1-2 


6-9 


2-0 


10-5 


Total No. 


















(A) ’000 . 


140-1 


— 


126-0 


— 


114-5 




96-8 


— 


(B) ’000 . 


— 


2,595 





2,697 


— 


2,650 




2,695 


Average Size . 


— 


19 


— 


21 


— 


23 


— 


28 


Beef Cows 


















1-19 . 


89-4 


52-9 


87-7 


48-4 


86-8 


46-5 


83-4 


39-4 


20-49 . 


9-0 


32-0 


10-2 


34-4 


10-8 


34-2 


13-2 


36-0 


50-99 . 


1-4 


11-4 


1-8 


12-5 


2-0 


14-1 


2-8 


16-8 


100 and over , 


0-2 


3-7 


0-3 


4-7 


0-4 


5-2 


0-6 


7-8 


Total No. 


















(A) ’000 . 


64-1 


— 


66-0 




61-0 


r,-r-„ 


55-3 


■ 


(B) ’000 . 


— 


518 


— 


584 




559 


- ■ - 


606 


Average Size . 


— 


8 


— 


9 


— 


9 


— 


11 


Breeding Ewes 


















1- 99 . 


70-4 


29-5 


66-1 


25-3 


63-9 


22-9 


60-5 


19-6 


100-499 


27-6 


54-5 


31-3 


55-8 


33-1 


56-2 


35-5 


55-5 


500-999 


1-7 


11-3 


2-1 


12-7 


2-4 


13-7 


3-3 


16-7 


1,000 and over 


0-3 


4-7 


0-5 


6-2 


0-6 


7-2 


0-7 


8-2 


Total No. 


















(A) ’000 . 


87-8 


— 


87-6 




83-8 


■ 


70-8 


, 


(B) ’000 . 


— 


8,798 


— 


9,338 




9,567 




9,253 


Average Size . 


— 


100 


— 


107 


— 


114 


— 


131 


Breeding Pigs 


















1- 9 . 


80-9 


37-6 


74-8 


30-2 


70-6 


24-7 


64-1 


17-1 


10-49 . 


17-8 


46-0 


23-1 


48-7 


26-5 


50-0 


30-4 


45-2 


50-99 . 


1-0 


9-6 


1-6 


12-2 


2-2 


14-3 


4-1 


20-1 


100 and over . 


0-3 


6-8 


0-5 


8-9 


0-7 


11-0 


1-4 


17-6 


Total No. 


















(A) ’000 . 


81-8 


— 


79-8 


_ 


73-0 





51-7 


, ■ ^ 


(B) ’000 . 


— 


566 





702 




756 


714 


Average Size . 


— 


7 


' — 


9 


— 


10 


— 


14 


Laying Fowls (eggs for 
eating) (a) 


















1- 999 . 


97-9 


74-8 


96-0 


54-2 


95-2 


38-3 


94-0 


22-9 


1,000-4,999 . 


2-0 


20-9 


3-7 


30-7 


4-0 


30-7 


4-5 


26-7 


5,000-9,999 \ . 


0-1 


4-3 


0-2 


7-8 


0-5 


13-1 


0-9 


16-1 


10,000 and over j . 


0-1 


7-3 


0-3 


17-9 


0-6 


34-3 


Total No. 


















(A) ’000 . 


216-5 


— 


187-4 


— 


158-1 


,-r-nir 


113-8 


■ 


(B) ’000 . 


— 


34,140 


— 


39,107 




40,648 




41,460 


Average Size . 




158 




209 


— 


257 

1 


— 


364 



(a) So classified since 1964; previous statistics relate to fowls six months old and over. 
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Percentage Distribution of (A) Producers and (B) Livestock Numbers 
or Crop Acreages by Size of Enterprise (Contd.) 



Size of 
Enterprise 


1960 


1963 


1965 


1968 


A 


B 


A 


B 


A 


B 


A 


B 




per 


per 


per 


per 


per 


per 


per 


per 




cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


Broilers 


















Under 10,000 


94-4 


34-3 


84-7 


16-4 


77-1 


130 


76-4 


9-6 


10,000-19,999 


3-5 


23-5 


8-5 


17-2 


12-2 


16-1 


10-1 


11-9 


20,000-49,999 


1-8 


25-6 


5-2 


22-2 


7-3 


22-9 


8-7 


23-5 


50,000-99,999 


0-2 


5-9 


10 


10-3 


21 


14-6 


3-2 


18-0 


100,000 and over . 


0-1 


10-7 


0-6 


33-9 


1-3 


334 


1-6 


37-0 


Total No. 


















(A) ’000 . 


5,729 


— 


3,716 


— 


2,790 


— 


3.047 


— 


(B)’OOO . 




12,960 


— 


21,368 


— 


25,833 


— 


34,802 


Average Size . 


— 


2,262 


— 


5,750 


— 


9,259 


— 


11,422 


Wheat 


















19f acres 


62-7 


20-4 


58-9 


17-5 


51-6 


12-2 


45-0 


9-3 


20- 99| acres 


33-3 


53-5 


35-6 


50-4 


39-6 


46-1 


43-5 


43-3 


100-2991 acres 


3-7 


21-3 


5-1 


25-9 


80 


32-1 


10-3 


35-1 


300 and over acres . 


0-3 


4-8 


0-4 


6-2 


0-8 


9-6 


1-2 


12-3 


Total No. 


















(A) ’000 . 


77-7 


— 


63-6 


— 


654 


— 


50-6 


— 


(B) ’000 acres 


— 


2,004 


— 


1,837 


__ 


2,433 


— 


2,326 


Average Size — acres 


” — 


26 


— 


29 


— 


37 




46 


Barley 












9-8 


42-6 


6-9 


I- 19| acres 


57-7 


14-1 


53-6 


11-3 


50-4 


20- 99| acres 


34-8 


45-3 


36-8 


42-0 


38-3 


39-9 


41-6 


357 


100-299i acres 


6-8 


31-2 


8-5 


33-7 


9-9 


35-8 


13-6 


39-3 


300 and over acres . 


0-7 


9-4 


M 


130 


14 


14-5 


2-2 


18-1 


Total No. 














92-1 




(A) ’000 . 


90-8 


— 


105-8 


— 


106-3 


— 


5,083 


(B) ’000 acres 


_ 


3,059 


— 


4,148 


— 


4,652 


— 


Average Size — acres 


— 


34 


■ — 


39 


— 


44 




55 


Potatoes— Main crop 














75-6 


200 


i- 9f acres . 


85-3 


31-4 


83-3 


27-1 


80-0 


23-3 


10-491 acres . 


13-5 


49-9 


15-0 


48-6 


17-7 


49-6 


214 


50-3 


50-991 acres. 


1-0 


13-3 


1-4 


15-1 


1-8 


16-3 


2-3 


17-5 


100 and over acres . 


0-2 


5-4 


0-3 


9-2 


0-5 


10-8 


07 


12-2 


Total No. 














517 




(A) ’000 . 


92-3 


— 


76-6 


— 


65-8 


— 


— — 


(B) ’000 acres 


_ 


491 


— 


446 


— 


454 


— 


450 


Average Size — acres 




5-3 




5-8 




6-9 




8-7 
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Table G 



Distribution of Dairy Cows, Beef Cows and Store and Fattening 
Steers by Herd Size at June 1968 



England and Wales 

Per cent 



Herd Size 


Dairy Cows 


Beef Cows 


Store and 

Fattening Steers (a) 


Herds 


Cows 


Herds 


Cows 


Herds 


Cattle 


1-9. 


21-7 


3-3 


68-1 


20-5 


54-4 


13-9 


10-49. 


63-8 


57-0 


28-5 


54-9 


391 


50-7 


50 and over 


14-5 


39-7 


3-4 


24-6 


6-5 


35-4 


Total 


1000 


1000 


1000 


1000 


1000 


lOO-O 



Wales 



Per cent 



Herd Size 


Dairy Cows 


Beef Cows 


Store and 

Fattening Steers (a) 


Herds 


Cows 


Herds 


Cows 


Herds 


Cattle 


1-9. 


29-4 


7-4 


65-2 


23-2 


67-8 


26-1 


10-49. 


65-8 


75-0 


17-5 


64-6 


29-8 


54-9 


50 and over 


4-8 


17-6 


17-3 


12-2 


2-4 


19-0 


Total 


1000 


1000 


100-0 


100-0 


100-0 


100-0 



(a) All male cattle six months old and over except bulls and bull calves being used or reared 
for service. 



Distribution of Breeding Sows and Store and Fattening Figs 

at June 1968 



England and Wales 

Per cent 



Herd Size 


Breeding Sows (a) 


Store and 
Fattening Pigs (b) 


Herds 


Sows 


Herds 


Pigs 


1-9. 


64-0 


17-2 


59-7 


8-3 


10-29. 


24-5 


29-2 


22-8 


17-2 


30 and over 


11-5 


53-6 


17-5 


74-5 


Total 


100-0 


100-0 


100-0 


100-0 



(a) Sows and gilts in pig and other sows kept for breeding. 

(b) All pigs two months old and over except breeding sows as defined above, boars being 
used for service and barren sows for fattening. 
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APPENDIX in 

Some Structural Statistics for Scotland 

Smd factors were subject to major revision in Scotland in 1965 and 1968. The 
statistics in Tables A to E of Appendix III consequently reflect the general 
tendency for average labour requirements to fall, and direct inter-country 
comparisons are not possible for these years. 

Table A 



Size Distribution of the Main Types of Farming, June 1965 and 1968 

(i) Holdings 







Size of Business (smds) 




Total 


Number 


Type of Farming 


250-599 (a) 


600-1 


,199 


1.2 
or n 


00 

lore 


of 

Holdings 




1965 


1968 


1965 


1968 


1965 


1968 




1965 


1968 




per cent 


per cent 


per cent 








Hill Sheep 


38 


45 


38 


34 


24 


21 


100 


1,300 


1,500 


Upland . 


43 


55 


37 


31 


20 


14 


100 


2,900 


4,500 


Rearing with Arable . 
Rearing with Intensive 


48 


60 


34 


29 


18 


11 


100 


4,800 


3,500 


Livestock 

Arable Rearing and 


72 


57 


19 


29 


9 


14 


100 


1,100 


600 


Feeding 


45 


59 


39 


29 


16 


12 


100 


2,ooq 


1,400 


Cropping . 


21 


30 


32 


33 


47 


37 


100 


3,500 


4,000 


Dairy 


17 


18 


42 


46 


41 


36 


100 


7,000 


5,700 


Intensive . 


40 


46 


31 


28 


29 


26 


100 


1,200 


1,400 


Total 


34 


41 


36 


35 


30 


24 


100 


23,800 

(b) 


22,600 



(a) 275-599 srads in 1965. The total distribution based on a lower limit of 250 smds in 1965 
is shown in Appendix I Table A (ii). 

(b) Tliis total excludes 800 holdings of 275 or more smds not in the above main types. 



(ii) Total Standard Man-days 



Type of Farming 


Size 

250-599 (a) 


of Business (sr 
600-1,199 


nds) 

1,200 or more 


Total 


1965 


1968 


1965 


1968 


1965 


1968 




per cent 


per cent 


per cent 




Hill Sheep 


18 


22 


34 


33 


48 


45 


100 


Upland 


21 


29 


36 


35 


43 


36 


100 


Rearing with Arable 


24 


34 


34 


34 


42 


32 


100 


Rearing with Intensive Livestock . 


46 


29 


25 


31 


29 


40 


100 


Arable Rearing and Feeding . 


23 


34 


39 


33 


38 


33 


100 


Cropping 


6 


10 


19 


23 


75 


67 


100 


Dairy 


6 


7 


29 


34 


65 


59 


100 


Intensive 


11 


13 


17 


17 


72 


70 


100 



(a) 275-599 smds in 1965. 
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Table B 



Type of Farming Distribution of the Three Size Groups, 
June 1965 and 1968 
Holdings 







Size of Business (smds) 






Type of Farming 


250-599 (a) 


600-1,199 


1,2 
or n 


00 

tore 








1965 


1968 


1965 


1968 


1965 


1968 


1965 


1968 




per 


cent 


per cent 


per cent 


per cent 


Hill Sheep . 


6 


7 


6 


7 


4 


6 


5 


7 


Upland 


15 


27 


13 


18 


8 


12 


12 


20 


Rearing with Arable 


29 


23 


19 


13 


12 


7 


20 


15 


Rearing with Intensive 
Livestock . 


10 


3 


2 


2 


2 


1 


5 


3 


Arable Rearing and 
Feeding . 


11 


9 


9 


5 


5 


3 


9 


6 


Cropping 


9 


13 


13 


17 


23 


27 


15 


18 


Dairy .... 


14 


11 


34 


33 


41 


38 


29 


25 


Intensive 


6 


7 


4 


5 


5 


6 


5 


6 


Total .... 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


Number of Holdings 


8,200 


9,300 


8,600 


7,800 


7,000 


5,500 


23,800 (b) 


22,600 



(a) 275-599 smds in 1965, The total distribution based on a lower limit of 250 smds is shown 
in Appendix I Table A (ii). 

(b) This total excludes 800 holdings of 275 or more smds not in the above main types. 
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Table C 



Percentage Distribution of the Main Enterprises, Standard Man-days 
and Workers among Types of Farming, June 1965 and 1968 







Enterprise 


Total 

smds 




Type of Farming 


Dairy 

Cows 


Beef 

Cows 


Other 
Beef 
Cattle : 


Breed- 

ing 

Sheep 


Other 

Sheep 


Breed- 

ing- 

Pigs 


Other 

Pigs 


Laying 

Fowls 


Broilers 

etc. 


Wheat 


Barley 


Oats 


h 


1^1 


HiU Sheep . 


1965 


1 


7 


3 


31 


23 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


4 


4 


1968 


0 


10 


<4 


38 


32 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


5 


7 


Upland 


1965 


2 


33 


18 


23 


22 


2 


2 


6 


2 


2 


3 


11 


2 


9 


9 


1968 


2 


46 


28 


26 


28 


3 


2 


5 


0 


1 


3 


18 


1 


14 


13 


Rearing with 


1965 


2 


29 


25 


14 


18 


10 


8 


14 


3 


8 


15 


28 


9 


15 


14 


Arable 


1968 


1 


17 


21 


8 


11 


8 


6 


8 


0 


5 


12 


21 


5 


10 


10 


Rearing with 
Intensive Livestock 


1965 


0 


3 


5 


1 


1 


15 


16 


12 


4 


1 


3 


4 


1 


3 


2 


1968 


1 


2 


3 


1 


1 


16 


16 


11 


7 


1 


3 


2 


1 


2 


2 


Arable Rearing 


1965 


1 


5 


11 


3 


5 


6 


4 


6 


0 


8 


12 


12 


8 


6 


7 


and Feeding . 


1968 


0 


4 


7 


2 


3 


4 


3 


3 


0 


6 


8 


10 


4 


4 


5 


Cropping 


1965 


2 


8 


17 


6 


8 


20 


18 


10 


18 


63 


43 


13 


53 


18 


21 


1968 


1 


7 


17 


5 


6 


22 


20 


9 


4 


73 


51 


19 


66 


21 


25 


Dairy . 


1965 


89 


6 


13 


10 


12 


14 


15 


20 


11 


15 


20 


22 


20 


31 


31 


1968 


94 


4 


9 


7 


7 


11 


12 


17 


10 


11 


16 


16 


15 


29 


28 


Intensive 


1965 


1 


0 


1 


0 


0 


25 


30 


14 


45 


2 


2 


1 


2 


7 


7 




1968 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


28 


34 


32 


78 


2 


2 


0 


2 


8 


6 


Total 250 or 


1965 


98 




93 


88 


89 


92 


93 


83 


IT 


99 


98 




95 


93 


95 


more smds (a) . 


1968 


98 


89 


90 


87 


88 


91 


93 


85 


99 


99 


97 


87 


95 


93 


96 


Under 250 smds (a) 


1965 


2 


9 


7 


12 


11 


8 


7 


17 


17 


1 


2 


8 


5 


7 


5 


1968 


2 


11 


10 


13 


12 


9 


7 


15 


1 


1 


3 


13 


5 


7 


4 


All Holdings 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 



(a) The dividing line was 275 snids in the 1965 analysis. 
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Table D 



Percentage of Holdings having each Enterprise and Workers, 

June 1964 and 1968 



Type of Farming 


Enterprise 


Regular 

Full-time 

Workcrs(a) 


Dairy 

Cows 


Beef 

Cows 


Breeding 

Ewes 


Pigs 


Laying 

Fowls 


Potatoes 


Hill Sheep 


1964 


43 


76 


100 


7 


70 


36 


76 




1968 


32 


81 


100 


4 


60 


25 


74 


Upland . . . . 


1964 


37 


82 


82 


13 


71 


30 


62 




1968 


24 


88 


79 


14 


60 


38 


59 


Rearing with Arable . 


1964 


29 


80 


66 


29 


82 


76 


64 




1968 


19 


81 


62 


30 


70 


66 


57 


Rearing with 


1964 


24 


70 


43 


43 


88 


73 


37 


Intensive Livestock 


1968 


16 


65 


42 


81 


69 


55 


53 


Arable Rearing and 


1964 


31 


65 


52 


31 


81 


86 


71 


Feeding 


1968 


21 


68 


50 


30 


70 


76 


66 


Cropping 


1964 


29 


39 


45 


35 


70 


93 


81 




1968 


15 


35 


36 


26 


49 


87 


77 


Dairy . . . . 


1964 


100 


14 


41 


18 


78 


67 


82 




1968 


100 


17 


35 


14 


66 


48 


78 


Intensive , , . . 


1964 


11 


6 


8 


33 


44 


38 


50 




1968 


4 


6 


7 


31 


31 


31 


51 


Total 250 or 


1964 


47 


50 


54 


25 


75 


69 


70 


more smds (b) 


1968 


40 


52 


52 


22 


60 


55 


67 


Under 250 smds (b) . 


1964 


13 


24 


40 


6 


49 


41 


5 




1968 


8 


26 


37 


5 


42 


32 


4 


All Holdings 


1964 


29 


36 


47 


15 


61 


34 


35 




1968 


21 


37 


43 


12 


49 


42 


30 



ja) Male and female. 

,b) The dividing line was 275 smds in the 1964 analysis. 



58 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Table E 



Average Size of Enterprise, Standard Man-days 
and Number of Workers per Holding, June 1964 and 1968 (a) 











Enterprise 






Crops 

and 

Grass 

Acreage 


Average 


Regular 
Full-time 
Workers (b) 


Type of Farming 




Dairy 

Herd 


Beef 

Cow 

Herd 


Breeding 

Ewe 

Flock 


Total 

Pig 

Herd 


Laying 

Fiock 


Potato 

Acreage 


Smds 

Holding 

(d) 


Hitt Sheep , 


1964 


(no.) 

3 


(no.) 

21 


(no.) 

878 


(no.) 

7 


(no.) 

36 


(acres) 


(acres) 

62 


(no.) 

879 


(no.) 

2 


1968 


3 


29 


869 


11 


32 


1 


93 


880 


2 


Upland 


1964 


6 


33 


273 


21 


83 


2 


162 


733 


2 


1968 


6 


42 


251 


22 


65 


1 


165 


735 


2 


Rearing with Arable 


1964 


4 


20 


139 


24 


136 


3 


164 


747 


2 


1968 


4 


23 


129 


31 


113 


3 


165 


695 


2 


Rearing with 


1964 


3 


7 


49 


101 


350 


2 


86 


410 


2 


intensive Livestock 


1968 


4 


15 


74 


179 


927 


4 


112 


790 


2 


Arable Rearing and 


1964 


3 


11 


101 


27 


159 


6 


164 


761 


2 


■ Feeding . 


1968 


5 


14 


101 


37 


118 


5 


177 


721 


2 


Cropping . 


1964 


6 


16 


124 


70 


147 


22 


237 


1,335 


4 


1968 


5 


20 


113 


107 


165 


23 


241 


1,240 


3 


Dairy. 


1964 


44 


15 


116 


53 


138 


6 


171 


1,189 


3 


1968 


54 


14 


109 


82 


157 


6 


175 


1,191 


3 


Intensive . 


1964 


16 


10 


58 


252 


768 


6 


40 


1,096 


4 


1968 


11 


10 


67 


438 


2,706 


5 


35 


1,363 


4 


Total 250 or 


1964 


26 


20 


217 


66 


169 


8 


161 


958 


3 


more smds (c) . 


1968 


36 


28 


251 


105 


223 


9 


169 


981 


3 


Under 250 smds (c) 


1964 


1 


4 


34 


18 


47 


1 


12 


68 


1 


1968 


1 


5 


37 


25 


39 


1 


16 


52 


1 


All Holdings 


1964 


20 


14 


133 


56 


117 


5 


82 


498 


3 


1968 


28 


18 


141 


85 


131 


5 


80 


431 


3 



(a) The average figures in this tabie reiate to hoidings returning the item In question (inciuding the number of 
workers) i,e. excluding "NIL” holdings. 

(b) Male and female. 

(c) The dividing line was 275 Smds in the 1964 analysis. 

(d) The first year’s figures relate to Juno, 1965, not 1964. 
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Table F 

Concentration of Enterprises 



Percentage Distribution of (A) Producers and (B) Livestock Numbers 
or Crop Acreages by Size of Enterprise {at December) 



Size of 


19 


SO 


1963 


1965 


1968 


Enterprise 


A 


B 


A 


B 


A 


B 


A 


B 




per 


per 


per 


per 


per 


per 


per 


per 




cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


cent 


Dairy Cow (a) 


















1-19 . 


66-7 


12-1 


62-9 


9-7 


59-6 


8*3 


524 


5*7 


20-49 . 


21-7 


41-6 


22-8 


390 


22-7 


34'2 


24-1 


30*3 


50-99 . 


10-4 


35-9 


12-7 


41-0 


15-3 


43-8 


200 


47*0 


100 and over . 


1-2 


8-4 


1-6 


10-3 


2-4 


13-7 


3’5 


170 


Total No. 


















(A) ’000 . 


20-9 


— 


17-8 


_ 


15-1 




11-7 




(B) ’000 . 


— 


370 


— 


358 





348 




330 


Average Size . 


— 


18 


— 


20 


— 


23 


— 


28 


Beef Cow (a) 


















1-19 . 


79-4 


34-4 


75-9 


29-0 


74-2 


26-5 


70-3 


21*7 


2(M9 . 


16-1 


38-7 


18-1 


39-2 


18-6 


37-4 


19-7 


34*1 


50-99 . 


3-9 


20-5 


5-2 


24-1 


6-1 


26-3 


8-1 


29*6 


100 and over , 


0-6 


6-4 


0-8 


7-7 


M 


9-8 


1-9 


14*6 


Total No. 


















(A) ’000 . 


21-5 


— 


2M 




20-7 




20-3 




(B) ’000 . 





270 


_ 


299 




317 


-- — , 


368 


Average Size . 


— 


13 


— 


14 


— 


15 


— 


18 


Breeding Ewes (b) 


















1- 99 . 


71-3 


20-4 


69 0 


17-1 


68-1 


16-5 


68-0 


160 


100-499 


24-3 


45*7 


24-5 


38-8 


24-9 


37>6 


24«5 


36*1 


500-999 


3-3 


22-9 


4-5 


21-6 


4-8 


22-4 


5*2 


22*2 


1,000 and over 


M 


no 


2-0 


22-5 


2-2 


23-5 


2*3 


24*7 


Total No. 


















(A) ’000 . 


25-4 


— 


27-3 




26-1 


r-ir- 


23*6 


- 1 


(B) ’000 . 


— 


3,818 


_ 


3,830 




3,826 




3,549 


Average Size . 


— 


150 


— 


140 


— 


147 


— . 


151 


Breeding Pigs (a) 


















1- 9 . 


79-3 


32-3 


75-5 


27-6 


72-6 


234 


63*2 


17*1 


10-49 . 


18-2 


42-5 


2M 


42-4 


23-1 


39’9 


30*7 


41*5 


50-99 . 


20 


16-2 


2-6 


17-4 


3-1 


19-2 


3*9 


17*9 


100 and over . 


0-5 


9-0 


0-8 


12-6 


1-2 


17-5 


2*2 


23*5 


Total No. 


















(A) ’000 . 


6-0 


— 


5-5 




5*1 




4*4 


— 


(B) ’000 . 


— 


50 




54 


....... 


58 


65 


Average Size . 


— 


8 


— 


10 


— 


11 


— 


15 


Laying Fowls (eggs for 
eating) (a) (c) 


















1- 999 . 


99-3 


88-7 


98-9 


76’6 


98-6 


63*9 


98*2 


44*4 


1,000-4,999 . 


0-7 


lO’O 


1-0 


15-7 


1-2 


20-1 


14 


22*5 


5,000 and over 


+ 


1-3 


01 


7-7 


0-2 


16’0 


04 


33*1 


Total No. 


















(A) ’000 . 


40-3 


— 


31-5 




32-8 





27*2 


__ 


(B) ’000 . 


— 


4,642 




3,840 




4,141 




3,559 


Average Size . 




115 




122 


— 


126 


— 


131 
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Percentage Distribution of (A) Producers and {B) Livestock Numbers 
or Crop Acreages by Size of Enterprise (Contd.) 



Size of 


1960 


1963 


1965 


1968 


Enterprise 


A 


B 


A 


B 


A 


B 


A 


B 


Broilers and other 
table birds (d) 

Under 20,000 

20.000- 49,999 

50.000- 99,999 
100,000 and over . 


per 

cent 

99-0 

0-8 

^0-2 


per 

cent 

54-5 

26-4 

191 


per 

cent 

98-8 

0-8 

0-4 


per 

cent 

35-6 

20-5 

43-9 


per 

cent 

98-1 

1-4 

0-1 

0-4 


per 

cent 

21-8 

24-8 

4-5 

48-9 


per 

cent 

97-6 

1*5 

0-3 

0-6 


per 

cent 

17-5 

20-8 

9-4 

52-3 


Total No. 

(A) ’000 . 

(B) ’000 . 

Average Size . 


2,365 


1,926 

815 


1,930 


2.073 

1.074 


1,870 


2,921 

1,562 


1,463 


3,301 

2,257 



(a) The figures for 1968 relate to June. 

(b) The figures for 1960 do not include gimmers. 

(c) The figures for 1960 and 1963 relate to fowls six months old and over. 

(d) The first year’s figures relate to 1961. 



Size of 
Enterprise 


1965 


1968 


A 


B 


A 


B 




per cent 


per cent 


per cent 


per cent 


Barley (a) 










1- 19i acres . 


50-4 


IM 


41-9 


7*5 


20- 99f acres . 


39'1 


45-6 


42-9 


40-2 


100-2991 acres . 


\l0'5 


43-3 


14-0 


43-1 


300 and over 






1-2 


9-2 


Total No. (A) ’000 . 


14-1 




13-9 




Total No. (B) ’000 . 


— 


559 


— 


711 


Average Size — acres . 




40 


— 


51 


Wheat (a) 










J- 19i acres . 






47-8 


15-6 


20- 991 acres . 


Data 


48-0 


65-5 


100-2991 acres . 






4-2 


18-5 


300 and over 


not 


+ 


0*3 


Total No. (A) ’000 . 


available 


2-9 


— 


Total No. (B) ’000 . 






— 


89 


Average Size — acres . 






_ 


31 


Total Potatoes (a) (b) 










1- 91 acres . 


85-2 


21-8 


84-6 


18-2 


10-491 acres . 


13-4 


59-9 


13-8 


60-9 


50-991 acres . 


\l-4 


18-3 


1-5 


17-8 


100 and over 


J 




0-1 




Total No. (A) ’000 . 


31-5 


_ 


23-1 


— 


Total No. (B) ’000 . 


— 


153 


— 


118 


Average Size — acres . 




4-9 




51 



(a) Figures are not available for earlier years ; all those shown relate to June. 

(b) The first year’s figures relate to 1964. 
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APPENDIX IV 



Some Structural Statistics for Northern Ireland 

Table A 

Size Distribution of the Main Types of Farming, 
June 1964 and 1968 



(/) Holdings 



Type of Fanning 






Size of Busi 


ness (smds) 






Number of 


200 


-599 


600-1 


,199 


1,200 or more 


Tc 


)tal 








1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


Dairying 


per cent 
81 


per cent 
78 


per cent 
17 


per cent 
18 


per cent 
2 


per cent 
4 


100 


100 


4,800 


5,900 


Dairying, Pigs and Poultry 


80 


69 


16 


26 


4 


5 


100 


100 


5,100 


3,400 


Mixed .... 


79 


76 


19 


20 


2 


4 


100 


100 


6,200 


3,400 


Beef and Sheep 


89 


89 


9 


9 


2 


2 


100 


100 


2,800 


3,800 


Beef, Sheep and Pigs 


90 


87 


8 


11 


2 


2 


100 


100 


2,900 


2,000 


Pigs and Poultry 


79 


51 


14 


27 


7 


22 


100 


100 


1.400 


1,500 


Cropping 


67 


71 


22 


22 


11 


7 


100 


100 


900 


1,000 


Total .... 


82 


77 


15 


18 


3 


5 


100 


100 


24,100 


21,000 



(//■) Total Standard Man-days 



Type of Farming 




Si: 


te of Business (smds 


) 






200-599 


600-1,199 


1,200 or more 








1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


Dairying ..... 


per cent 
61 


per cent 
56 


per cent 
30 


per cent 
30 


per cent 
9 


per cent 
14 


100 


100 


Dairying, Pigs and Poultry . 


61 


47 


23 


37 


16 


16 


100 


100 


Mixed ..... 


62 


53 


30 


31 


8 


16 


100 


100 


Beef and Sheep .... 


73 


73 


16 


19 


11 


8 


100 


100 


Beef, Sheep and Pigs 


80 


69 


12 


22 


8 


9 


100 


100 


Pigs and Poultry 


48 


19 


23 


24 


29 


57 


100 


100 


Cropping .... 


40 


44 


40 


31 


20 


25 


100 


100 
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Table B 



Type of Farming Distribution of the Three Size Groups, 
June 1964 and 1968 

Holdings 





Siz( 


5 of Business (smds] 








Type of Fanning 


200-599 


600-1,199 


1,200 or more 


Total 




1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 




per cent 


per cent 


per cent 


per cent 


per cent 


per cent 


per cent 


per cent 


Dairying 


20 


29 


22 


29 


13 


22 


20 


28 


Dairying, Pigs and Poultry . 


21 


15 


22 


23 


25 


16 


21 


16 


Mixed . . . , . 


25 


16 


33 


18 


13 


14 


25 


16 


Beef and Sheep .... 


13 


21 


7 


9 


13 


6 


11 


18 


Beef, Sheep and Pigs 


13 


11 


7 


6 


12 


4 


12 


10 


Pigs and Poultry 


6 


4 


3 


10 


13 


31 


6 


7 


Cropping .... 


3 


4 


6 


5 


12 


7 


4 


5 


Total 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


Number of Holdings 


19.700 


16,100 


3,600 


3,800 


800 


1,100 


24,100 


21,000 



Table C 

Percentage Distribution of the Main Enterprises, Standard 
Man-days and Workers among Types of Farming, 
June 1964 and 1968 









Enterpr: 


SC 








Total 


Regular 


Type of Fanning 


Da 

Co 


ry 

ws 


Be 

Co 


ef 

ws 


Breeding 

Sheep 


Breeding 

Pigs 


Laying 

Fowls 


Bar 


ey 


Pota 


toes 


Ma 

da 


n- 

ys 


Wo 

(e> 

Wl^ 


rkers 

ccl. 

ns) 




1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


Dairying . 


per 

cent 

39 


per 

cent 

58 


per 

cent 

1 


per 

cent 

2 


per 

cent 

3 


per 

cent 

4 


per 

cent 

7 


per 

cent 

12 


per 

cent 

8 


per 

cent 

9 


per 

cent 

7 


per 

cent 

12 


per 

cent 

6 


per 

cent 

9 


per 

cent 

16 


per 

cent 

23 


per 

cent 

15 


per 

cent 

18 


Dairying, Pigs 
and Poultry 


27 


21 


4 


3 


6 


4 


25 


22 


21 


21 


15 


12 


14 


12 


19 


15 


16 


11 


Mixed 


19 


10 


15 


10 


16 


12 


11 


9 


15 


12 


31 


29 


35 


31 


21 


14 


23 


11 


Beef and Sheep . 


1 


1 


32 


41 


29 


48 


4 


6 


4 


3 


4 


6 


6 


7 


8 


12 


8 


11 


Beef, Sheep 
and Pigs . 


1 




13 


10 


10 


8 


15 


16 


7 


4 


10 


8 


8 


7 


8 


6 


9 


6 


Pigs and Poultry . 


. . 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


10 


15 


13 


43 


4 


3 


1 


1 


6 


11 


3 


5 


Cropping . 


1 


, , 


1 


1 


2 


2 


2 


1 


2 


1 


17 


21 


8 


17 


4 


4 


5 


3 


Total 200 or 
more smds 


88 


91 


67 


68 


66 


79 


74 


81 


70 


93 


89 


91 


78 


84 


82 


85 


79 


65 


50-199 smds 


12 


9 


33 


32 


34 


21 


26 


19 


30 


7 


11 


9 


22 


16 


18 


15 


21 


35 


All Moldings 
(50 + smds) 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 


100 



. , less than 1 per cent 
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Table D 



Percentage of Holdings having each Enterprise, 
June 1964 and 1968 



Enterprise 



Type of Farming 


Da 

Co 


iry 

ws 


Be 

Co 


ef 

ws 


Bree 

Ew 


ding 

'es 


Bree 

Pi 


ding 

{S 


Lay 

Fo' 


ing 

tvls 


Bai 


•ley 


Pota 


toes 




1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


Dairying . 


per 

cent 

100 


per 

cent 

100 


per 

cent 

12 


per 

cent 

16 


per 

cent 

12 


per 

cent 

17 


per 

cent 

48 


per 

cent 

44 


per 

cent 

83 


per 

cent 

63 


per 

cent 

33 


per 

cent 

27 


per 

cent 

44 


per 

cent 

32 


Dairying, Pigs 
and Poultry . 


98 


100 


24 


30 


33 


25 


76 


78 


73 


81 


63 


47 


67 


55 


Mixed 


63 


53 


53 


66 


44 


40 


57 


48 


77 


69 


65 


58 


81 


71 


Beef and Sheep . 


4 


4 


93 


93 


64 


61 


36 


36 


96 


56 


32 


21 


71 


35 


Beef, Sheep and Pigs . 


10 


6 


86 


91 


48 


47 


79 


86 


86 


67 


59 


50 


69 


53 


Pigs and Poultry 


14 


11 


29 


36 


21 


14 


64 


49 


82 


68 


36 


22 


21 


12 


Cropping . 


22 


7 


33 


40 


22 


19 


22 


23 


45 


36 


89 


64 


89 


67 


Total 200 or 
more smds 


61 


56 


46 


50 


36 


33 


59 


52 


80 


65 


53 


38 


66 


45 


50-199 smds 


26 


23 


67 


64 


18 


17 


35 


31 


81 


54 


12 


10 


54 


28 


All Holdings 
(50 4 - smds) 


43 


41 


55 


56 


30 


26 


51 


42 


80 


60 


35 


25 


56 


37 



Table E 

Average Size of Enterprise, and Standard Man-days per Holding, 

June 1964 and 1968 (a) 





Enterprise 


Crops 


Average 

smds 

per 

Holding 


Type of Farming 


Dairy 

Herd 


Beef 

Cow 

Herd 


Breeding 

Ewe 

Flock 


Breeding 

Pig 

Herd 


Laying 

Flock 


Barley 

Acreage 


Potato 

Acreage 


and 

Grass 

Acreage 




1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


1964 


1968 


Dairying 


16 


19 


3 


4 


23 


21 


4 


5 


116 


169 


8 


11 


2 


2 


62 


65 


468 


477 


Dairying, Pigs 
and Poultry 


11 


12 


3 


4 


17 


21 


8 


8 


348 


500 


9 


10 


3 


3 


50 


58 


510 


555 


Mixed 


9 


10 


6 


8 


31 


39 


4 


5 


193 


335 


14 


21 


5 


6 


67 


74 


473 


506 


Beef and Sheep . 


10 


5 


16 


19 


86 


94 


5 


4 


93 


84 


9 


11 


2 


3 


79 


84 


385 


389 


Beef, Sheep 
and Pigs . 


3 


5 


7 


9 


35 


37 


8 


9 


158 


178 


11 


11 


3 


3 


55 


59 


387 


406 


Pigs and Poultry . 


4 


11 


3 


4 


23 


32 


14 


20 


703 


2889 


12 


13 


2 


3 


34 


34 


588 


941 


Cropping . 


8 


8 


5 


5 


35 


44 


8 


6 


297 


159 


36 


49 


8 


13 


88 


88 


554 


562 


Total 200 or 
more smds 


12 


15 


8 


11 


40 


52 


7 


7 


222 


453 


12 


16 


4 


4 


59 


67 


469 


509 


50-199 smds 


3 


4 


3 


5 


30 


31 


3 


3 


65 


50 


3 


7 


2 


2 


23 


25 


100 


107 


All Holdings 
(50+ smds) 


9 


12 


5 


8 


30 


45 


5 


6 


129 


285 


11 


15 


3 


3 


43 


48 


312 


323 



(a) nio average figures in this table relate to holdings returning the item in question, i.e. excluding “Nil” holdings. 
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Table F 



Concentration of Enterprises 

Percentage Distribution of (A) Producers and (B) Livestock Numbers 
or Crop Acreages by Size of Enterprise {at June) 



Size of 


1964 


1966 (a) 


1968 (a) 


Enterprise 


A 


B 


A 


B 


A 


B 


Dairy Cows 


per cent 


per cent 


per cent 


per cent 


per cent 


per cent 


1-14 


84-2 


58-6 


78-2 


501 


73-8 


43-6 


15-49 


150 


35'7 


20-6 


424 


24-5 


46 6 


50 and over .... 


0-8 


5-7 


1-2 


7-5 


1-7 


9-8 


Total No. (A) ’000 


214 




18-3 




164 




Total No. (B) ’000 


— 


196 


— 


199 


— 


198 


Average Size 


— 


9 


— 


11 


— 


12 


Beef Cows 














1-14 


94-9 


72-2 


91-6 


62-5 


900 


59 0 


15-49 


4-8 


22-1 


7-7 


28-6 


9-3 


32-6 


50 and over .... 


0-3 


5-7 


0-7 


8-9 


0-7 


84 


Total No. (A) ’000 


26-6 


— — 


27-8 




27-2 


— 


Total No. (B) ’000 


— 


132 


— 


170 


— 


178 


Average Size 


— 


5 


— 


6 


— 


7 


Breeding Pigs (b) 














1-9 


89-9 


65-8 


89-8 


63-5 


85-6 


54-3 


10-49 


9-8 


29-7 


100 


31-9 


140 


39-6 


50-99 . . 


0-2 


24 


0-2 


2-6 


04 


4-2 


100 and over 


01 


2-1 


+ 


20 


+ 


1-9 


Total No. (A) ’000 


25-6 




20-6 


— 


184 


— 


Total No. (B) ’000 


— 


125 


, — 


98 


— 


103 


Average Size 


— 


5 


— 


5 


—— 


6 


Laying Fowls (eggs for eating) 














1- 999 ... 


98-6 


76-6 


97-2 


54-1 


95 0 


31-9 


1,000-4,999 


1-3 


18-1 


2-5 


300 


44 


394 


5,000-9,999 


01 


3-3 


0-2 


8-5 


04 


130 


10,000 and over . 


— 


20 


01 


74 


02 


15-7 


Total No. (A) ’000 


474 




39-1 


— 


32-6 


— 


Total No. (B) ’000 


— 


6,109 


— 


6,037 


■ — 


7,133 


Average Size 


— 


129 


— 


155 


— 


219 


Barley 














i-19il acres 






84-6 


45 0 


82-8 


41-6 


20-491 acres 


Data 


11-6 


26-9 


124 


26-2 


50-991 acres 






2-8 


15-3 


3-5 


17-2 


100 and over 


not 


1-0 


12-8 


1-3 


150 


Total No. (A) ’000 


available 


134 


— 


10-2 


— 


Total No. (B) ’000 






— 


169 


— 


142 


Average Size 






— 


13 


— • 


14 


Total Potatoes 














i- 9| acres 


95-9 


744 


96-2 


724 


94-9 


65 0 


10-491: acres. 


4-0 


23-5 


3-6 


22-9 


50 


306 


50 and over .... 


0-1 


2-1 


0*2 


4-7 


01 


44 


Total No. (A) ’000 


27-1 


....^ 


22-0 


— 


18-2 


— 


Total No. (B) ’000 


— 


72-2 


— 


54*0 


— , 


47-8 


Average Size 




2-7 




2-5 




2-6 



NB, See notes (a) and (b) at top of page 66. 
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(a) The total numbers of livestock and acreages of crops shown for 1966 and 1968 in these 
distributions diflfer sliglitly from those in the published census results. For livestock, the census 
totals include livestock on holdings under one acre; these cannot be included in thedistributions. 
For crops, the farm-by-farm adjustment necessary to take account of conacre (seasonal 
letting) for distribution purposes gives rise to a small margin of error not present in the census 
totals. 

(b) An earlier analysis, for 1961, showed 26-2 thousand producers with 108,(X)0 sows and 
gilts. Of this number only 4-9 per cent had herds of more than 10 sows and these producers 
accounted for 22-4 per cent of the national herd. 



Table G 

Distribution of Dairy Cows, Beef Covt'j', and Store and 
Fattening Cattle (a) by Herd Size at June 1968 in Northern Ireland 

Per cent 



Herd Size 


Dairy Cows 


Beef Cows 


Store and 

Fattening Cattle (a) 


Herds 


Cows 


Herds 


Cows 


Herds 


Cattle 


1-9 . 


51-6 


22-1 


81-1 


43-4 


75-0 


30-5 


10-49 . 


46-7 


68-1 


18-2 


48-2 


22-5 


45-6 


50 and over . 


1-7 


9-8 


0-7 


8-4 


2-5 


23-9 


Total . 


1000 


100-0 


100-0 


100-0 


100-0 


100-0 



(a) Two year-old cattle, male and female, other than breeding stock. 



Distribution of Breeding S'ows' and Store and Fattening Figs (a) 
at June 1968 in Northern Ireland 

Per cent 



Herd Size 


Breedin 


g Sows 


Store and 
Fattening Pigs (a) 


Herds 


Sows 


Herds 


Pigs 


1- 9 . 


85-5 


54-3 


26-4 


1-1 


10—49 . . 


14-0 


39-6 


33-5 


9-9 


50 and over 


0-5 


6-1 


40-1 


89-0 


Total . 


100-0 


100-0 


100-0 


100-0 



(a) Pigs two months old and over on farms engaged in fattening purchased pigs only, i.e. on 
which no breeding pigs are kept. 
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